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Presidents Message February, 2021 

David Burns, President Chapter 66 

Great start to the New Year!  We held a Fly-In at Arcadia with Pulled Pork sandwiches and had a 

little over 100 plates were served and a great number of people flying into Arcadia just stopped by 

and had a pork lunch. Not to mention we had a number of people become interested in our 

Chapter.  Great job by all that helped and organized! Everyone had a lot of fun! 

Upcoming speaker at our monthly meetings include January, Scott Ashton about the use of oxygen 

and how it really affects us after living at sea level and flying at 5,000 or more feet!   

And in March Dick Solar a FAA designated Examiner, he will be discussing topics round flying and 

regulations.  If you have any questions for Dick please send them to me and I will forward them on 

for part of our discussion.  Please include the subject line FAA Questions. So what does the rotating 

beacon on the field mean if it is on during the daytime? 

Our February Meeting will focus on Repair, having someone look over 

your shoulder, and “Did you know this about dissimilar metals?” 

Should be an exciting open discussion and we are looking forward to 

hearing from everyone. 

If you forgot you can get a 10% discount at Aerox of 10%, just mention 

EAA66 and it is good until the end of the month. 

 

Arcadia! Wow what a great time we had at this airport! Shelly Peacock (airport manager) helped us 

make this a fantastic fly in and even though we were challenged by the weather reports we 

managed to sell a little over 100 plates.  We made our money back and a little for the chapter and 

we donated $100 to Arcadia for the use of their facilities.  A very special thanks to Chuck Black and 

Jeff Dukes for their efforts in making this event a success. 

 

 

 



MY JOURNEY TO 
FLIGHT  
Mr. Bob 

       

Vol.1.3           

Autumn Pepper 

Rhodes 
I have been a member of my local Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter for five years. Volunteering at our 
monthly pancake breakfast, Young Eagle rallies, and aviation events have allowed me to meet many 
experienced pilots. For the past several years, I have been teaching the introduction to flight class for our new 
Young Eagles. It was on one of these Sunday Young Eagle rallies that I met Bob DiCello. 

 
Mr. Bob flew down from a neighboring town for our pancake breakfast. I was helping out with our Young 
Eagle class.  Once our new Young Eagles had taken their orientation flight, he asked if I wanted to take a flight. 
It had been a while since I had flown so I was like, sure! When I walked back out on the ramp, I noticed his 
plane. It was this stunning, bright yellow, light sport Aerotrek A240. If you are not familiar with lightweight 
aircraft, the Aerotrek maximum weight averages around 1,235 pounds, compared to a Cessna 172, with a 
max gross weight of 2,550 pounds. The A240 has these Plexiglas transparent doors that allow for maximum 
visibility. It is such a beautiful plane. The cockpit was cozy and comfortable. We went for a flight and I 
absolutely loved his plane. Mr. Bob let me take the controls, observing how well I did. I learned very quickly 
how sensitive it was; a single sneeze and the plane would start turning. 
After the flight, we did a quick debrief. I remember him telling me that I did great and that I have some great 
potential. Yay me! 



At the next Young Eagle rally, Mr. Bob was back, and we went flying after my volunteer duties were completed 
and he finished flying some Young Eagles. We took a longer flight and I just remember how happy I felt being in 
the air. Mr. Bob spoke with my parents and offered some occasional flights and ground school instruction. I 
realized I was going to actually learn to fly!! 

 
And from that point Mr. Bob became intertwined in my quest to fly.  He became my pilot buddy, my mentor, 
and friend. While our scheduling was sporadic, because of my activity schedule, our flights and lessons were 
productive. I became comfortable flying out of PGD and KMY. We would have ground lessons before my CAP 
meetings and sometimes fly. I learned how to call about the weather, talk to ground, and then the tower. We 
would fly to neighboring non-towered airports and I learned how to announce our positions. We did ground 
school lessons before flights sometimes and then we would practice those maneuvers in the air. Simple ones 
like turns and ascents and descents. We worked well together, and I have been so thankful for his generosity in 
teaching me. 

Some early weekend mornings, we would have a “cross-country” flight and go for breakfast. I always thought 
this was one of the coolest things about being a pilot and having your own plane. I think my favorite breakfast 
trip so far was to Everglades City. These flights were great practice in tracking the weather before and while 
at our breakfast destination. 
 
The most important lesson I have learned, so far, from Mr. Bob is aeronautical decision making. He stresses 
this with me all the time. Headaches, not feeling well, weather conditions; these are all huge factors when 
flying. Prior to Covid, we had planned a trip to Vero Beach to tour the Piper Facility. I was excited for this trip 
and we had been planning it for several weeks. That morning we were watching the weather, and everything 
looked good. By the time we made it to Okeechobee, we had to land. The bad weather was rolling in much 
faster than anticipated and it would not be safe to fly. This trip cemented the importance of aeronautical 
decision making. He has always emphasized that if the weather is questionable, it is better not to risk it. 

 



Mr. Bob has become my biggest supporter when it comes to achieving my dreams of becoming a pilot. We 
sometimes go to lunch and bring my parents and we talk about my future and the steps I need to take to get 
there. He has introduced me to other pilots and examiners and guided my student pilot application process. 
Mr. Bob was even gracious enough to be interviewed by local media twice on unexpected media stories I 
was involved in. He knows my dreams including being a commercial pilot and eventually working in the 
space industry and piloting missions to Mars. The first person I will thank when I step foot on the red planet 
and say “Hi” will be Mr. Bob. 

 
This past year, I have not been able to fly with Mr. Bob as much as I would have liked. Covid really put a 
damper on flying last spring but Mr. Bob’s guidance and recommendation gave me the edge I needed to be 
awarded an AOPA “So You Think You Can Fly” scholarship in March. At the end of August, I finally started my 
official flight training. As I do not turn 17 until November 2021, I am only flying once a week to save money. 
There have been some small bumps, snags, and periods of self-doubt on my part which delayed my solo. Mr. 
Bob continues to believe in me, and I hope in the next few weeks, I will be sharing my day of Soloing with 
him and my parents. Mr. Bob has been instrumental in my journey to flight and I would not be anywhere 
close to where I am today without him. He is the best mentor you could ever want and I am so lucky to have 
him in my  life. 

 
For those of you in the middle of high school and seriously interested in flight, get involved in your aviation 
community. Find yourself a mentor and become a sponge.  It might change your life the way I know it changed 
mine. 
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What is the biggest issue facing general aviation in 2021?  

The results from the poll questions in Aviation eBrief do not necessarily represent the views 

of pilots, aircraft owners or AOPA members and therefore should not be used for research 

purposes.  

Special Federal Aviation Regulation extensions related to the coronavirus 

 19.91% 

Increasing the pilot population 

 23.28% 

FBO transparency 

 5.45% 

Aircraft insurance 

 42.26% 

Other 

 9.10% 
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So you are building a kit airplane, now are you aware of the new changes to get 

an Airworthiness Certificate? 

Navigating the New FAA Airworthiness 

Certificate Application Program 
 

If you are hoping to get an airworthiness certificate for your newly completed 

Experimental/Amateur-Built airplane, you will be dealing with the new FAA online 

airworthiness certificate application program (AWC). This was developed to reduce 

paperwork for the FAA but has unfortunately also brought new levels of frustration to 

those who are not comfortable with computers and even some who are. It is not that it 

is a bad system, because in many ways it is not. But most FAA personnel received 

only minimal training on this new tool and DARs received no training at all. As we all 

get used to the new system, problems are getting worked out but not without a little 

kicking and screaming. 

I am writing this article in the hope that I can explain how to navigate the parts of 

AWC that apply to people looking for a new airworthiness certificate for an E/A-B 

airplane. Other types of applications will have to be addressed elsewhere. 

Before we get started, I should mention that you need to have your plane registered 

before you can get started with the AWC process. That doesn’t mean applied for; it 

means you have your registration back from the FAA or at least have your registration 

show up in the FAA database when you do an N-number search. Without the 

registration process complete you will be going nowhere with AWC. 

FAA Airworthiness Certification (AWC) – Applicant Portal 

The other things you will need are access to a 

computer and a scanner. Without these it will be 

extremely difficult to even begin the AWC 

process. If you have neither, you can request that 

you be allowed to submit your application the 

old-fashioned way—on paper. Do not expect 

such a request to be enthusiastically greeted or 

expeditiously processed. The FAA really, really 

wants you to use AWC. 

How to Get Started 
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First log in to the FAA AWC Applicant Portal. Or go to the FAA Airworthiness 

Certification Process page. About mid-page it will offer you a hypertext link to the 

AWC tool, an overview of the AWC process, which is not particularly helpful, and a 

link to a paper application Form 8130-6. Click on the link to the AWC tool. Once you 

have clicked on the box that says you agree to the terms of use, you can go to the 

actual beginning of the process. 

A

irworthiness Certification (AWC)—Applicant Portal: After accepting the terms of use on the AWC site, 

you will either log in if you are a returning user or create a new account by clicking on the link “New 

User Sign-Up.” 

The first thing to do is click on the box on the right that says “New User Sign-Up.” 

This will direct you to create your own login, which you will use to access AWC after 

the first time. 

At this point you should have already made contact with the DAR or FAA office you 

plan to use. You will want your DAR’s type (DAR-F or DAR-T), his or her name and 

DAR number. You should also get a sample program letter from your DAR that 

includes the proposed flight test area and base airport for Phase I flight testing. If your 

home airport does not permit Phase I testing, you will need to select an airport that 

does and make arrangements to move your plane before the first flight. 

Documents You Will Need 

If you collect the required documents before you begin the AWC process you will 

save time, but you can begin with just your registration. Here is the list of everything 

you will need: 

 Registration Form 8050-3 

 Amateur-Built Eligibility Form 8130-12 (notarized) 

 Program letter (signed) 

 Three-view drawing or photos of your airplane (front, side, top) 

 Weight and balance showing empty weight and CG, forward CG loading and rear CG full 
gross loading. 

https://awc.faa.gov/AWCExternalApplicant/Splash/Index
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/air_cert/airworthiness_certification/aw_cert_proc/
https://www.faa.gov/aircraft/air_cert/airworthiness_certification/aw_cert_proc/
https://s28490.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/applicant-portal.jpg
https://www.kitplanes.com/becoming-a-designated-airworthiness-representative-dar/
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You will need to scan each of these documents and upload them to the Documents 

page later. You may but are not required to upload your builder’s log to AWC. I 

suggest you do not, but if you do please pare it down to a reasonable size. 

Other information you will need includes make, model and serial number of your 

engine and prop. You will also need the address, including hangar number, of the 

place where your plane will be inspected. With all of this in hand you should be able 

to proceed through the AWC process fairly quickly. 

Aircraft Registration 

This is where the application process begins. On this page you will enter your tail 

number that will in turn trigger most of the page to be automatically filled out. There 

will likely be a few blank spaces for you to complete. Boxes to fill in will only appear 

after you click on the icon to the right of that item. When you have finished, click 

“Save & Next.” 

 

Aircraft Registration: This is 

the first page of the actual 

AWC application. Once you fill 

in the N-number, most of the 

other fields automatically fill in, 

except for propeller make and 

model. To complete these, click 

on the pencil and paper icon to 

the right of each line. Then 

click “Save & Next.” 

 

Aircraft Location 

This is pretty straightforward. Be specific—list the address where your plane is to be 

inspected, including address and hangar number. Note that this is not your home 

address unless that is where the inspection will take place.  
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Aircraft Location: Fill in the information requested for the location where you want the airplane to be 

inspected. This is not your home address unless that is where the inspection will take place. Please list 

the hangar number. Note the bar above the heading “Aircraft Location.” You can use this to go directly 

to the page you want on later visits. When you have completed each page, the dot will turn green.  

Certification Requested 

If you are seeking airworthiness for an E/A-B aircraft, select “Special Certificate” 

under Certificate Type. Then select “Experimental” under Special Certificate. Lastly, 

select “Amateur-Built.” It all seems pretty obvious, but many people do not know that 

an E/A-B airworthiness certificate is a special certificate. 

Certifi

cation Requested: Note that you are applying for a Special Airworthiness Certificate for an 

Experimental/Amateur-Built aircraft. Use the pull-down lists in each category. Do not select “Operating 

(Primary Category) Kit Built Aircraft.” 

https://s28490.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/location.jpg
https://s28490.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/certificate-requested.jpg
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Owner’s Information 

This section should be completed for you except the question, “Is Dealer Y/N,” which 

you most likely are not. Complete any missing information. 

Certification Basis 

This can be a little confusing for E/A-B builders. For Aircraft Certification Basis 

select “N/A.” 

For all applicable ADs are complied with, check “Yes.” 

Despite what the EAA says, you are required to comply with all applicable ADs on 

any certificated products that you have included in your project (engine, prop, etc.). 

DARs have no discretion in this matter. Of course, non-certificated parts are not 

subject to ADs. 

To find the Latest Biweekly Supplement number, you will need to do a web search for 

FAA airworthiness directives and then select “Current ADs.” When you get to the 

FAA AD page you will see a heading, “Want to see other types of ADs?” Look in that 

section for a link to “View Biweekly ADs.” After you click on the link you will have 

choices to view large aircraft ADs or small aircraft ADs. You will, of course, want to 

select small aircraft. Once you have done that, note the number at the top of the list. It 

will look something like this: 2020-19. Enter that number in your AWC application. 

There is an expectation that you will actually peruse the list of biweekly ADs for any 

product you might have included in your project. Similarly, you are expected to look 

through current ADs for any relevant issues. The biweekly ADs are added to the 

current ADs after two weeks. The purpose of the biweekly list is to be as current as 

possible as new ADs are being processed. 

After the AD section there is one 

more N/A box to check right 

above “Save & Next.” 

Certification Basis: In the first box select 

“N/A.” Check “Yes” for “All applicable 

ADs complied with.” Look up the latest 

AD Biweekly Supplement as described in 

the text and enter the number. Click on 

“Not Applicable” and then “Save & 

Next.” Please follow up and actually 

check for current and biweekly ADs that 

may pertain to certificated parts that you have used. 
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Aircraft Operation 

Check the box after “Records in compliance with 14 CFR 91.417” if this is a new 

application. “Total Airframe Hours” and “Experimental Only” should be zero. 

Aircraft Operation: This section deals with records and hours of operation. Check “Records in 

compliance with 14 

CFR 91.417.” 

Assuming you are 

applying for a new, 

original 

airworthiness 

certificate, list 

“Total Airframe 

Hours” and 

“Experimental 

Only” as zero. 

Owner’s Certification 

Where it says, “Is the certificate,” check “Original.” Date of application is your 

current date. Your name should already be filled out for you, but check to be sure it is 

correct. Your title is most likely “Owner,” but if the owner is a company of some sort, 

another title may be appropriate. Where it says, “Is agent of owner,” check “Owner” 

unless you are acting as an agent for the owner. 

Documents 

This is where you need access to a scanner. Each of the documents previously listed 

needs to be scanned and stored on your computer so you can upload each one to the 

AWC portal. If you do not have a scanner, you should be able to scan your documents 

at a UPS Store or FedEx Office location. You can save the scanned documents on a 

USB drive and bring it home to your computer. 

On the Document page select a document type from the scroll-down list. After you 

select a document title a box will appear: “Select files.” You can then find the 

document on your computer and click “Open” or drag and drop the file into the Select 

Files box. The name of the file will appear in the Select Files box. Then click on “Add 

File” below. Repeat this process until you have uploaded all the files you need. If you 

don’t have everything ready to go, you can always come back to this page later and 

add more files. 

Include the following: 

 Form 8050-3 Registration 
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 Form 8130-12 Amateur Built Eligibility Statement (notarized) 

 Weight and balance 

 Three-view drawing or photos (front, side, top) 

 Signed program letter 
 Signed Form 8130-6. 

The AWC program will create an unsigned application Form 8130-6. You can open 

and print this form by clicking on the PDF icon to the right of the AWC-generated 

form shown on the list below the Add File button to the right of Document Name. 

Print and sign the form and upload it to your document list. 

Talk to your DAR about these before submitting things to AWC. 

Project Documents: This is where you upload the documents you have scanned in support of your 

application. Select the document to be uploaded from “Document Type.” Then “Select Files,” which will 

send you back to your computer to find and open the document desired. Lastly, click on “Add File” to 

upload the document. Do this for each document. 

Designee/ODA 

This is where you will select your DAR or None if the FAA is going to do your 

inspection. ODA is not an option for you. Assuming you are using a DAR, under 

Designee Type: Select DAR-F or DAR-T as appropriate (ask your DAR). You will 

then be asked the name of your DAR and his or her number. If you aren’t sure, enter 

what you can and let AWC search the DAR database for the rest of the information. 

Contact your DAR if you are having trouble here. 
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Th

e program will also ask for information about the FAA office involved. Again, get this 

from your DAR. 

Designee/ODA: This is where you request your DAR, unless the FAA is doing the inspection. Click 

“Designee” to use a designee or “None” if you are going directly to the FAA. Do not click on “ODA.” This 

does not apply to us. Select designee type from the list (ask your DAR about this). Then list designee 

name and number. The program will search for missing information if you don’t have it. 

Review, Submit 

Make sure all information is correct before you submit your application. Click on each 

heading to be sure you have covered everything. At the bottom it will ask you to 

“Select FAA Office Type.” Your DAR will provide you with this. 

Finally, check “I have reviewed all of the information in this application and I am 

ready to submit.” Then click on “Sign and Submit Application.” 

Review and Submit: Go through each heading 

on the list and review your entries for accuracy 

and completeness. Make corrections as 

needed. At the bottom of the page it will ask 

you about office information, either for your 

DAR or the FAA office you are working with. 

Ask your DAR what office he or she works out 

of and enter it here. When you have finished 

everything click on “I have reviewed all the 

information in this application and am ready to 

submit.” Do not click here if you have not yet 

uploaded all of your documents. Lastly, click on 

“Sign and Submit Application.” 

What Happens Next? 

https://s28490.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/designee-ODA-page.jpg
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After you submit your application your DAR’s supervisor will review the application 

and assign it to your DAR. While that is going on, your DAR will submit a pre-

approval request through another FAA program called the Designee Management 

System (DMS) where he or she will enter your information and your AWC 

application number. Your guy or gal will receive authorization to process and issue 

your airworthiness certificate through that system. This usually goes pretty quickly—a 

matter of a few days, at which time you and your DAR can make final arrangements 

for an inspection of your aircraft. 

At the time of the inspection your DAR will be looking for a few key things. One, is 

the aircraft complete and ready to fly? Two, has it been safely constructed? And three, 

does your builder’s log present convincing evidence that your plane was amateur 

built? Obviously, many details have been left out of this description of the DAR 

inspection, but that is for another article. 

If you get stuck somewhere, your DAR may be able to help, or you can email or call 

the FAA with your question. Phone them on the FAA help line at 866-835-5322. 
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It is with Great Sadness we remember our members of those who 

have gone before us.  

Michael Thomas DeGeorgio, 77, of Cape 
Coral, Florida passed away on Monday, 

February 1, 2021.  

He was born on March 25, 1943 in Newark, New Jersey to Thomas DeGeorgio and 

Josephine DeVito DeGeorgio.   

He was a graduate of Bloomfield High School where until recently he held the school 

track and field shot put throwing record. Mr. 

DeGeorgio was a proud Veteran of the United 

States Marine Corps. LCpl DeGeorgio served as 

a Field Radio Operator, was a Pistol and Rifle 

Sharpshooter and completed Amphibious 

Warfare training. Upon completion of his 

military obligation, he attended Clemson 

University. On May 30, 1971 he married the love 

of his life, JoAnn Amabile in Toms River, New 

Jersey. 

Mr. DeGeorgio was a Professional Fire Sprinkler 

Engineer for over 44 years owning his own 

business, Standard Fire Protection Design. He 

was a long-time resident of Toms River until he 

and his wife moved to Cape Coral in 2010 to 

enjoy a more relaxed lifestyle and traveling. 

Mr. DeGeorgio had many hobbies. He was a life-long Corvette enthusiast and in his 

younger years, built his own drag racing cars and enjoyed Enduro motorcycle racing. He 

enjoyed hunting pheasant and quail with his beloved dog, Chivas, and beamed with pride 

when they would find birds other teams couldn’t. He was a private pilot for over 35 years 

and recently built an experimental Zenith aircraft with his friend. Like his father, he loved 

sitting outside on his lanai smoking his pipe or enjoying a cigar while watching the canal. 

He was an avid boater and loved his boat the “Andiamo”. He was the lead engineer and 

designer for his boat club’s entries into the Cape Coral Cardboard Boat Regatta winning 

many awards with his team over the years. Along with his wife, family and friends he 

loved cruising. His memberships included: Commodore of the Merry Mariners, Sea n’ 

Shore Cruisers, AOPA (Aircraft Owners & Pilots Association) and EAA 66 

(Experimental Aircraft Association). 
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Edgar (Ed) Fink   
 

Edgar (Ed) Fink passed away from cancer 

on January 3, 2021 within weeks of its 

onset. He leaves behind wife-girlfriend of 

62 years Judith Fink, daughter Deborah 

(Kenneth) Cutlip, son Michael (Lexi) 

Fink, grandson Thomas (Amanda) Cutlip, 

granddaughter Brandy (Pedro) Ruiz, and 

three great-grandsons. 

 

Ed was always in love with flying. He 

retired as a major with the WV air 

National Guard. He was a paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne/19th Special Forces 

Group. Watching him jump when we were kids was exciting. He was not afraid of 

anything. Dad has done so much in his life. Ed was a chemist at Monsanto, full time 

commander with the National Guard in charge of the armory, real estate agent in WV 

and in FL, marketing director in 1980 for pre-construction units at Gulf Coast Village 

in Cape Coral and reached the goal to start groundbreaking for the project. 

 

His ultimate career started in September 1980 teaching Aviation Ground School 

Classes at Edison Community College and Cape Coral High School. Eventually he 

taught at Cypress Lake High. Upon completion of ground school many of his students 

continued Private Pilot lessons and Instrument Rating lessons with him. Every 

conversation had something to do with flying!! 

 

He learned to play guitar, piano, sing in chorus & karaoke, draw, paint, line dance, 

and golf. 

 

Seven lakes was his favorite home, and loved this wonderful community. He was a 

member of the Ft. Myers Flying Club, Sundowners, EAA Chapter 66 and many 

others. He is flying with the angels. 

 
 
 

This Just in from John Coleman, Membership Chairman 

WEBSITE INFO: Pilots, there is now a Ride-Along listing on the website of people 

who would ride-along with you on a flight thanks to Joe Keenan. For those pilots who 

would like a ride-along person on a flight, log into our website, look under 

MEMBERS ONLY section at the RIDE-ALONG LIST.  Any person who wishes to 

add their name to the list, email your name, phone number, and whether you are 

seasonal or full time to John Coleman  jcn2650f@aol.com   

mailto:jcn2650f@aol.com
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    Also, all members, please update your profile     

I am sending out individual emails on open member dues. 

    Thanks,  John 

 

THE NEXT BIG EVENTS COMING UP ARE: 

Regular Meetings   

- Next Breakfast:  Current planning is for March 7th , 8 to 10am.  Shop cleanup is for Mar 6th at 
9am & takes about an hour 

-Saturday Coffee & Doughnuts:  Still Suspended (for now) 

- Board Meeting 2nd Thursday of every Month.  Next meeting is Mar 11th , at 6:30, at the 
Chapter House 

- General Meeting 3rd Tuesday of every month at Chapter Building.  Next meeting is… 

  Feb 16th, at 7:30.  Burgers & hotdogs served at 6:30 

- Builders Night is every Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 

This bears repeating…Builders Nite Participants & Young Eagle Youth Protection Policy & 

Program (YPP) 

With Builders Nite restarting, we have been working to include High School Aviation students into the 

mix.  The goal is to augment/expand into a STEM program.  Todd Callahan, the Aviation Program 

Instructor at the Estero High School, has been working with the EAA 66 Board to accomplish this.  With 

the introduction of Young Aviators (under 18 years of age), EAA 66 assumes the responsibility to protect 

those minors who are attending builders nite.  This is the same policy that EAA mandates for Young 

Eagles pilots and volunteers.  

To that end, the EAA Chapter 66 Board is recommending that all participants in Builders Nite complete 

the EAA’s Youth Protection Policy.  It is a relatively easy process and is good for several years.  The 

process is to; 

1) On your computer, Search for EAA Young Eagles Volunteers, and click on the “Youth Protection 

Policy & Program” link 

2) There you should find the following information that explains why and how this process works…  

 

EAA’s Youth Protection Policy and Program sets basic requirements for EAA staff and 

volunteers who work with children under age 18.  It includes online best-practices training and, 

for certain categories of volunteers, a basic background check (U.S. and Canadian residents 

only).  

All of the following persons are required to complete both the online training and background 

check. Both steps are necessary and the cost is covered by EAA. 
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 All Young Eagles pilots 
 All Chapter Young Eagles Coordinators and Field Representatives 
 Two-deep leadership supervisors 
 Volunteers who will work with youth in ongoing programs other than Young Eagles  
 EAA staff 

Note: While not all volunteers who will work in some capacity with youth in an EAA-related 

program or event are required to complete training and basic background checks, we strongly 

encourage them to complete both steps. 

If you’re wondering whether your volunteer activities should comply with the training and 

background check, please review the policy and the frequently asked questions pages on this 

website.  

Training Access Instructions: 

1. In order to access the Youth Protection Training you will need to sign in to your account at 

EAA.org. If you do not have an online account, simply go to the sign in area at the top of page 

and create a username and password.  

 

 
 

2. Once you are logged in at EAA.org, go to your Account Profile page by clicking “My 

Account” at the top of the page. 

 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/~/link.aspx?_id=024328E380864C938145D57C039A9401&_z=z
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/~/link.aspx?_id=2F6EBB8041AB463EB5ECB90FEADB7C10&_z=z
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/account/accountlogin#/login
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3. At the bottom of your Account Profile, click “Go to Training” then select "Training 

Information" and "Go to course" for the course you're looking to take.  
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The online training and background check review will typically take about 20-25 minutes. After 

information is submitted for the background check, we expect verification to take no more than 

10 business days.  

Upon successful completion of the online training and review, and the background check, each 

volunteer will receive an e-mail confirming he or she has successfully met the basic requirements 

of the Youth Protection Program and a printable wallet-sized card.  

For complete information about EAA’s Youth Protection Policy and Program, please review the 

Policy and the program FAQs on this website.  

If you have further questions and would like to contact someone at EAA Headquarters, please 

call our membership services office at 800-564-6322 or e-mail membership@eaa.org. 

Any Chapter member who attends any activity with minors for more than 4 hours (day camp, YE 

rally, build night) per YEAR (Yes, That’s per year) should complete the Youth Protection Policy 

and Background Check.  

 

mailto:membership@eaa.org
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AS USUAL, if you should have any questions regarding this request, please feel free to ask. 

Steve G. ed 

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A DAR 

I’m including this e-mail I received. 

 

Hello Joe and Steve, 

I am writing this to let you and your Chapter know that I am available in your area should you need a 

DAR.  I am attaching a brief ad if you want to put in your web info or news letter for your members 

information.  

I am also trying to get a certification in the next couple of months for the FAA Orlando MIDO to do an 

over the shoulder on me since most of my DAR work has been too far for them to travel.  If someone has 

an aircraft ready and were interested I would reduce my fee 50%.  If so I would appreciate if you could let 

them know and they can call me for information at 216-233-0613. 

Thanks and best regards, 

Pete Undem 

216-233-0613   

 

For Your Convenience…here’s a EAA Chapter 66 application Form in case you need it for a new 

member.  It’s also available on the EAA Chapter 66 web site. 

            

EAA CHAPTER 66 APPLICATION 

Please give Application to Treasurer or a Board Member. Checks payable to “EAA Chapter 66” 

Chapter Yearly Dues $30.00, Renewed Beginning of Year Mail To: EAA 66  PO Box 60204  Ft Myers, Fl 

33903 

 

                               Official Use Only                                              Treasurer’s 

Initials 

Date of Application __________         Joined in Jan. 1 to Sept 30 = $30.00 

Date Paid ________        

Cash (circle)             Ck# _______  Joined in Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 = $30.00, includes next year 

 

   

National EAA #__________________________                      Expiration date ____________________ 

                We strongly suggest for you to join National EAA to get all of its benefits. Ask for an application. 
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        Last Name ______________________________________________ 

 

        Spouse Name ________________________________ 

 

Local Address Street ________________________________________________  Apt. ______  

 

                          City _____________________________________________ Fl. Zip _________                                        

 Please notify Newsletter Editor of change of address & e-mail so you can get your newsletter 

 

Local phone __________________________                 E-mail ___________________________ 

 

Work Phone ______________________________             Cell ___________________________ 

                       These numbers will not be listed and only used by members for official business  

 

Airman Ratings __________________________________________________ Current Y__ N __ 

 

Repairman Ratings _______________________________________________ Current Y__ N __ 

 

Present Aircraft Owned or Building _________________________________________________ 

 

Aviation or EAA Experience ______________________________________________________ 

                                 i.e.  Builder, Sport, Warbird, Antique, Aerobatic, Military, Instructor, Advisor, etc. 

 

Do you have any subjects you could give a program on? Y ___   N ___ 

 

What? _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Would you like to participate on a committee or the board in the future? Y ___   N ___  Maybe __ 

 

Occupation or experience _________________________________________________________ 
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                   The chapter may need your expertise at some point.      Retired is not an answer. 

 

We can always use your help somewhere. If you see somewhere you could help i.e. Monthly breakfast, 

Young Eagles, dinners, or you have an idea for a new position we could use, just jump in. Your input or 

help will be appreciated. 

 

      Revised December 2019   

 

        Entered in Database _____________ 

           Initials 

 

SO…For you who have made it this far into the newsletter. You’ve probably noticed that the 

DUES ARE NOW RAISED TO $30.  AND, they are payable NOW!!!  (Hey. Really. It’s just 5 bucks 

more for a really GREAT organization of aviation minded WONDERFUL PEOPLE!!) (AND, we 

make great aircraft) (AND, WE HAVE A LOT OF FUN DOIN IT!!!) 

Just sayin…Steve G, ed (don’t shoot me, I’m just the editor). 

 

YOUR OFFICERS & BOARD of DIRECTORS 

President – David Burns David.burns@ eaachapter66.org    

Vice-President – Steve Gagnon Steve.gagnon@ eaachapter66.org  

Secretary – Presently open 

Treasurer - Kevin Eisenbath  kevin.eisenbath@ eaachapter66.org  

Membership Chair - John Coleman john.coleman@ eaachapter66.org  

Young Eagle Chairs - Cheri Short.   cheri.short@ eaachapter66.org   

          Candy Rhodes  candy.rhodes@ eaachapter66.org  

Director - Eric Craig   eric.craig@ eaachapter66.org 

Director - John Coleman   John.Coleman@ eaachapter66.org 

Director - Bob Willaford   bob.willaford@ eaachapter66.org 

Alternate Director - Frank Stankiewicz  frank.stankiewicz@ eaachapter66.org 

Webmaster - Joe Keenan joe.keenan@eaachapter66.org 

Newsletter Editor – Steve Gagnon steve.gagnon@ eaachapter66.org  
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