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EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATION 

 

CHAPTER 66 FORT MYERS, FL – PAGE FIELD (KFMY) 

 50 YEARS STRONG   *  THE SPIRIT OF FLIGHT  * 1967 – 2017  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
 

   October's Welcome 
Back Dinner was a nice 
time and made us all feel 
that we belong to a club 
full of great people.  We 
need to do more of that 
and we will.  Thank you to 
all those people who 
worked so hard to 
contribute.  The ladies 
made some extraordinary 
dishes (I got to try about 
four different kinds of 
potatoes and all were 
outstanding).  There were 
all kinds of desserts (which 
I try to avoid), but Ulla 
Fecht made this cherry 
dessert that was out of this 
world and I'm sure the 
others were great as well.   
Thanks to Jack Bleakley 
for barbecuing the steaks.  
I know the feeling well and 
appreciate what you did.  
We're always looking for 
others who will take a turn 
at grilling the steaks so 
one person does not get 
stuck doing it all the time.   
I'd also like to thank all 
those folks who helped 

clean up afterwards. 
 
       The Zodiac (club's 
plane) passed inspection 
from the DAR, along with 
Bob Willaford's RV-9 and 
my Hatz Classic biplane.  
The Zodiac will be going 
up in the near future.  Bob 
took his up and has 
already flown off most of 
the 25 hrs. required.   
 
Congratulations Bob.  Tom 
Irlbeck, our highly qualified 
flight advisor, took my 
plane up for the first time 
and I must say it was quite 
an emotional moment for 
me after spending ten 
years building it from 
scratch and then seeing it 
take to the skies over 
Punta Gorda.  What made 
it even more special was 
that the background by 
runway 9 is all fields and 
woods, so to see and hear 
this lumbering biplane lift 
off transported me back to 
the 1930's.  That was a 
romantic era in aviation 
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Young Eagle Pilots 

Needed for the 

Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast 

Please contact Cheri Short 

at 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com  

 

Next Breakfast  

Sunday December 3, 2017 

8:00 to 10:00 AM 

 

Board Meetings 

-Thursday November 9, 

 @ 6:30 PM AT Base Ops 

-Thursday December 14th 

@ 6:30 PM at Base Ops 

 

General Meeting Tuesday 

November 21, 2017@ 7:15 

PM  

 

Builders Night is every 

Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2 | P a g e  

 

Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 

 

and is what prompted me 
to build a biplane.  I was 
always enamored with the 
early days of flight.  Of 
course, it was a pleasure 
to see it land beautifully 
and to know that Tom was 
safe. 
 
     There were a few bugs 
that will have to be worked 
out (Like more oil leaking 
from blow-by than BP 
spilled into the Gulf), but 
all will be accomplished. 
 
      We are lucky to have 
the many talents that exist 
in our chapter, whether in 
pilot skills or building skills, 
electronics or mechanical 
knowledge. 
 
       A dream was brought 
to fruition the day of that 
first flight, but without the 
help of other great people 
in Chapter 66, that dream 
would not have come true.   
Thank you all from the 
bottom of my heart. 
        
 
Bill Bresnan – President – 
Chapter 66 
 
 

What’s Happening 

Events coming up 

 
50th Anniversary Dinner 
 
Believe it or not, we 
recently passed the 50th 
anniversary of EAA 

Chapter 66, on Sept. 27th, 
2017. To celebrate that 
event, and to continue with 
our social affairs, we are 
having a celebration 
dinner on Nov. 11th at our 
building.  
 

It will be catered, so 
BYOB only. The menu is 
Famous Dave's St Louis 
style spare ribs, Country 
roasted chicken, Corn 
bread muffins, Wilbur 
beans, Coleslaw, Potato 
salad and a large green 
salad bowl.  Food arrives 
about 6:00 and dinner at 
6:30.  The cost is $12 per 
person. With our seating 
and our outside picnic 
table and chairs we feel 
we can accommodate 65 
or so attendees.  

 
We will be collecting at the 
door so you can make a 
reservation now and pay 
later. You can make a 
reservation with Len 
DeNardo, or any board 
member. And we all know 
who they are. If not, check 
your latest newsletter. 
So, hoping to see you at 
the anniversary dinner.  
 
RSVP Please.  

 
Cocktails at 5:30 BYOB 
Beer available. 
Dinner at 6:30  

 

Christmas Party 
MONDAY December 18, 
2017.  More info to follow. 

Maryann Varda’s 

Birthday 

Just received an invitation 
for club members who 
would like to attend 
Maryann's birthday 
celebration. (80 years)  It 
is November 18th, 2017 
from 2p.m. - 5 p.m. at the 
Stoneridge Landing 
Clubhouse. 
5491 South Stoneridge Dr. 
Inverness, Fl. 34450. 
RSVP Lisa Quinn cell # 
352 - 419 - 9402  
Apparently there is an 
airport nearby, but no 
directions are enclosed.   If 
anyone wants to fly up, 
consult the charts. 
 
Bill Bresnan – President – 
Chapter 66 
 
Footnote: Maryann was 
the Club treasurer for 
many years and her 
husband was a very active 
Chapter member.  His 
Thatcher TX-4 was 
donated to the Club & is 
the present project plane 
for Builder’s Nite. 
 
 
 
We invite/encourage all 

of our new members to 

attend all of our events.  

After all, this is your 

Chapter too. 
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Going Flying? 

Be Sure to Check FSS 

for TFRs 

Page Field Update 
 

We are nearing the end 
of Program 1 of the Page 
Field Pavement 
Rehabilitation 
Project.  Paving of the 
newly constructed section 
of Taxiway C between 13-
31 is expected to 
commence on November 
13.  

 
I am also pleased to 

announce that the 
rehabilitation project for 
Runway 13-31 has 
officially started .  This 
project includes pavement 
rehabilitation on 13-31, 
new lighting and signage 
for the runway and 
Taxiway B, and extending 
Taxiway E from E2 to the 
approach end of Runway 
13.  

 
As part of this project it 

will be necessary to 
schedule overnight 
closures on Runway 5-23 

to allow for work on 13-31 
that falls within the 5-23 
safety area.  The first 
round of overnight 
closures is scheduled to 
begin on Sunday, 
November 12 and end on 
Friday, November 17.  We 
will close 5-23 each 
evening at 2100 local and 
reopen the following 
morning at 0700.   

 
Please continue to 

check NOTAMs for the 
most current airfield 
information.  Thank you. 

 
Regards, 
 

Scott C. Sheets 
Sr. Manager 
Maintenance and 
Operations 
Page Field (FMY) 
239-590-6603 
 
Please go to 
http://www.flylcpa.com/fmyair

fieldimprovements/  
for a diagram of current 
runway and taxiway 
closures at Page. 
 
As always, please 
continue to check 
NOTAMs for the most 
current airfield information. 
If you forget all that, be 
sure to listen very carefully 
to the KFMY ASOS.  It 
also has current 
information.  Thank you. 
 

 

 

COOL STUFF 

Why Pilots Prefer 
airplanes Over Women 

* Airplanes usually kill you 
quickly; a woman takes 
her time. 
* Airplanes can be turned 
on by a flick of a switch. 
* Airplanes don't get mad if 
you do a "touch and go." 
* Airplanes don't object to 
a pre-flight inspection. 
* Airplanes come with a 
manual to explain their 
operation. 
* Airplanes have strict 
weight and balance 
limitations. 
* Airplanes can be flown at 
any time of the month. 
* Airplanes don't come 
with in-laws. 
* Airplanes don't care 
about how many other 
airplanes you've flown 
before. 
* Airplanes and pilots both 
arrive at the same time. 
* Airplanes don't mind if 
you look at other 
airplanes. 
* Airplanes don't mind if 
you buy airplane 
magazines. 
* Airplanes expect to be 
tied down. 
* Airplanes don't comment 
on your piloting skills. 
* Airplanes don't whine 
unless something is really 
wrong. 
* However, when airplanes 
go quiet, just like women, 
it's usually not good. 

tel:(239)%20590-6603
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EAA 66 Spotlight 

 

It was a nice day at 

Page field ! 

 

The sky was clear. It was 
7:00 AM at Page field.   
 

 
 
The work had been 
completed; the tower was 
contacted and informed 
this would be the inaugural 
flight of N49BW.  7:15 
engine start…flawlessly 
the starter turned over and 
the fuel injected 320 
caught smoothly and 
raved up.  

 

 
 
On to the taxiway and 
headed for runway 5. Bob 
Willaford had been waiting 
for this day to come in 
anticipation for the last 10 
years.  Bob’s RV 9 was a 
work of passion having 
been started October 
2007.  
 
I first met Bob at the Fort 
Myers Flying Club and we 
both soloed about the 
same time.  It was not long 
after that we got our 
tickets and started to fly 
together.  Bob told me 
about the airplane he was 
building in the back of 
Riche Zeidman’s hangar.  
When I saw the project 
Bob was working on the 
wings. Two rows of 
hanging aluminum making 
up the wings covered with 
clecos. That was 5 or 6 
years ago.  
 
Today was the beginning 
of Bob’s testing.  Rich and 
I were to follow Bob in 
Riches RV7. As soon as 
Bob left for runway 5 Rich 
came around by EAA in 
his 7. I jumped in with my 
camera and we were off 
toward Runway 5 to join 
him as a flight of 2.  

 
As we approach the end of 
the taxiway Bob had 
completed his run up and 
was edging onto the 
runway. Rich called the 
tower and got clearance 
and a comment that we 
needed to be taking off 
with Bob as he was 
already headed down the 
runway. 
 

 
 
As we pulled onto the 
runway there was 49BW 
starting to lift off. Smooth 
is all I can say.  It was not 
long before we were 
headed down 5 trying to 
catch the RV9 that looked 
like it was already passing 
1,000 feet.  A gentle turn 
to the left and we had the 
RV9 in sight.  It was 
climbing now, not as fast 
and as we turned again 
back to the North East and 
headed across the airport. 
 

Bob’s RV9 was graceful 
and after 10 minutes we 
know that everything was 
working well as we headed 
to 3,000 feet over Page.  
The preplanning and flight 
following gave us the 
opportunity to fly directly 
over page in class Charlie 
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airspace. Very nice as we 
watch the RV turn and 
then slow down, we shot 
like a cannon ball past Bob 
as he lowered his flaps 
and looked for the speed 
the airplane would stall.  
We had to do a right 360 
to stay with him. As we 
came out of the turn we 
saw Bob headed north 
east and then a little north. 
 

 
 
Bob continued to 
maneuver over Page field, 
left, right slow flight and 
what looked like a lot of 
fun.  
 
It was close to 45 minutes 
into the flight when we saw 
the flight path take in a 
little more area to include 
parts of Cape Coral.  
Obviously there was a 
huge increase in 
confidence as Bob 
continued his test flight #1. 
 

 
 
Another 15 munities and 
Bob was asking for landing 

clearance.  We lined up a 
few miles behind Bob as 
he made his turn to base 
for runway 5 and landed 
as smooth as I have ever 
seen him! (No bounce) 
Bob made the first turn off 
the runway to the left and 
headed over to Base 
Operations where he was 
greeted by a large number 
of his fans, builders and 
friends.   
 

 
 
So ended the first flight of 
N49BW as a success 
story.  Congratulations to 
Bob Willaford. 
 
For more pictures go to: 

http://eaa66.ourhomeas

sociation.com/albums  
 

It was a nice day at 

Punta Gorda ! 

 
It was windy as Dave 
Stone and I flew his Cub to 
Punta Gorda to watch the 
initial Test Flight for Bill 
Bresnan’s Hatz. It had 
been scheduled for 9:00 
AM and Tom Irlbeck was 
the lucky (or not) pilot who 
was going to try this new 
bird.  
 

 
 
When we arrived we could 
see Bill was still in the 
hangar buttoning up after 
making a couple of 
adjustments.  We waited 
for Bill to give Tom his last 
few instructions  
 
Now for those of you who 
have never see Bill’s 
airplane it is a work of art, 
just like Bill, but with less 
attitude! The paint is 
outstanding, the detail is 
authentic, the care with 
which Bill put the airplane 
together would rival any 
craftsman.  In one word 
the airplane is gorgeous.  
 

 
 
Tom was now ready to 
begin the test flight.  Into 
the rear seat he climbed, 
turned over the engine and 
is started like a champ. 
Tom taxed out to the 
nearest runway and 
started preflight test.  
Something was not right; 
Tom turned around and 
headed back to the 
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hangar. The throttle would 
not allow the engine to idle 
slow enough to bring the 
airplane down.   
 

It was about an hour later 
when the adjustments 
were completed and Tom 
was ready to go again.  
“Clear Prop” and again the 
engine roared to life.  A 
quick check of the idle 
RPM and everything 
looked fine. Tom was 
ready to go.  
 
By this time Bob Willaford 
and Rich Zeidman had 
joined us and were 
watching as Tom taxied to 
the end of runway 9.  
 

  
 
A quick mag check and 
onto the runway.  Tom 
started heading east and it 
was not long before the tail 
rose and then the airplane 
lifted off the ground as if it 
were 1917 and a part of 
the Great War.  Higher 
and higher it rose into the 
blue sky.  It sounded 
great! 
 

 
 
The airplane turned west 
and continued to climb, 
and then higher into the 
blue and as it made a turn 
back to the east we could 
see that Tom was 
descending and was 
preparing for a landing.  
Across the numbers and 
on two wheels the airplane 
made a perfect 
touchdown. 
 

 
 
Tom took the back taxiway 
to the hangar and stopped. 
Initially the airplane flew, 
however there are some 
adjustments that were 
needed before it would fly 
again.  
 

 
 
Congratulations to Bill 
Bresnan for a job well 

done!  We are looking 
forward to see the airplane 
at our breakfast and we 
know that you are very 
pleased that after all of the 
time you have vindicated 
yourself with your 
neighbors who wanted to 
know if it would fly.  YES it 
does and very beautifully!  
 
Great Job Bill. 
 
For more pictures go to: 

http://eaa66.ourhomeas

sociation.com/albums 

 
 

. Builder Updates 

 

The following pictures are 
to provide an idea of what 
the completed plane may 
look like by the builders.  If 
we get some new pictures 
we can update the 
newsletter on where the 
builders are at in the 
process. 

 David Burns  Glasair 
Sportsman 2+2  

 
Working on the firewall 
forward 
 

http://eaa66.ourhomeassociation.com/albums
http://eaa66.ourhomeassociation.com/albums
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 Art Coll & Mike 
Degeorgio Zenith CH 
750 

 
 

 Jerry Strom Zenith CH 
750 – Engine received. 

 
 

 Raymond Kennedy RV-
6 (RV-7 Plans) 
Mounted his wings on 
Oct 4

th
 (I believe)  

 
Congratulations Ray! 
 

 Ray Romeu and Bob 
Ackert continuing on 
their biplane. 

 

 
 
 

 Neal Trombley RV9a  

 
 

 Tim Parker – RV 9a 

 
Wo9rking on the wings 

 

 Dietrich and Ulla Fecht 
CH 640 (4 seats)  

 
 

 Tom Peppers Sonex is 
working on his electrical 
and his Revmaster 
engine. Getting real 
close. 

 

 

 Steve Gagnon – is 
building a plastic 
airplane and sorting 
out electrical issues. 
(yes David, there 
really IS a Cozy in 
Slatedale, PA.)  The 
engine is being 
rebuilt this winter.  It 
will be the subject of 
many builders’ nites.  
Anyone interested in 
seeing how this 
process goes is 
invited to the Thurs 
builders’ nights. 
 

 
 

The following is a new 
item for our newsletters. 

 

EAA 66 Flyers 

 
We have a lot of people 
that are flyers and have or 
access to a flying aircraft.  
We are going to list these 
here so we can help 
remind people that we are 
not just for builders!  EAA 
66 is made up of 4 groups.  

1. Our Builders 
2. Our flyers 

a. Home Built 
b. Certified 

3. Our social group 
4. Anyone else that 

knows our 
members! 
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We would like to recognize 
more flyers in this area so 
please send in a picture 
and some information 
about your airplane or the 
plane you have access to 
fly. 
 
Rich Zeidman – RV7 
Kurt Hosterman – RV7 
David Stone – American 
Legend Cub 
Tom Kracmer – RV9a 
Tom Irlbeck – RV8 
Bob Willaford – RV9 
And the others that we 
have not listed, please 
send us a photo of your 
airplane so we can 
recognize you in our 
organization. 
 
We need to know what 
you have and would like to 
share with the rest of the 
members.  Pictures are 
great! Please send info to 
the following email 
address: 
eaachapter66@gmail.com 
 
David Burns – Action 
Photographer/ Asst Editor/ 
Janitor/ Treasurer/ Does 
NOT Do Windows 
 

Young Eagle Updates 

 

  
Cheri Short:  EAA 66 

Young Eagles 

Coordinator 

5 Young Eagles and 2 
Eagles were flown at the 
Nov 4

th
 breakfast.  The 

Young Eagles were flown 

by Tom Irlbeck, Bob 

DiCello, and Rich 

Zeidman.  Tom and Rich 

each flew one Eagle flight. 

 
Thanks again to Cheri Short 
for coordinating our Young 
Eagle and Eagle programs.  
Additionally, Pepper took 
charge of and conducted all 
of the ground training for 
the Young Eagles.  Well 
done ladies. 
 
Breakfast Highlights 
 
100 breakfasts were sold. 
Our outlook is for more 
breakfasts in the coming 
months as our snowbirds 
begin to arrive.  
 

4 – 5 planes flew in for 
breakfast and 3 of our 
builders had their projects 
on static display with the 
Club’s 601. 
 
Paul was demonstrating his 
flying skills. 
 

 
 
Thanks to our builders who 
brought over their projects. 
 

 
 
Bob Willaford his almost 
completed RV9,  
 
Tim Parker his RV9A 
 
David Burns his work in 
progress Sportsman 2+2. 
 
 
 
Elections are coming 
 
A special Thanks to our 
board members. Remember 
that the board positions are 
voluntary and elections are 
coming up.  We need your 
support to fill the positions 
that are coming due. 
There is also the need for a 
new Treasurer.  David 
Burns has filled this position 
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for the last year and has 
done a wonderful job of 
organizing this task with 
Quickbooks. 
Thanks, David. 
 
DUES ARE DUE…Dudes 
and Dudetts!! 

That’s right.  It’s that time 
of year when your dues 
are due.  Dues for the year 
are $25.00.  It will make 
the treasurer very happy if 
all dues are paid in full by 
December’s Meeting. 
 
A statement was e-mail to 
everyone on Nov 7th.  
When you remit your dues 
it is important that your 
payment includes your 
name, especially if you are 
paying with cash. This 
year we are attempting to 
use an accounting 
program to help prevent 
the double billing we did 
last year when we were 
using a paper based 
system.  
 
The emails with an invoice 
for dues are to close that 
loophole when someone 
asks for dues and there 
was no record of who paid 
and who did not. This will 
give you a printable record 
for this year. 
 

What’s wrong with 
experimental pilots?  
That’s the question 
Richard Collins asks in a 
new blog post at Air Facts.  

He Notes: “The higher 
incidence of accidents in 
experimental aircraft is just 
as logical as the fact that 
the fatal accident rate in 
private (general) aviation 
is almost infinitely higher 
than it is in airline flying. 
When more freedom is 
granted by reducing 
regulations and eliminating 
stifling procedures, then 
the risk goes up.”  
In general aviation, he 
notes, “risk management 
is left solely to the pilot. 
For experimental-amateur 
built, that freedom extends 
to the building and testing 
of the airplane, though the 
FAA does have 
requirements for the flight 
testing of newly-built E-AB 
airplanes.”  
He Continues: “The 
accident record in private 
flying when I soloed in 
1951 was about like the 
accident record in 
experimental flying today. 
When I started, we were 
free spirits, a band of 
brothers, who loved to fly. 
It was almost holy and we 
weren’t looking for anyone 
to save us. We knew that 
what we were doing was a 
lot riskier than knitting and 
we didn’t care. That is all 
true of many, if not most, 
experimental pilots today 
and I think that in both 
cases the accident record 
is simply the result of the 
interface between the 

romance of flying and the 
pilots who practice the art.”  

“So if you ask me what  
is wrong with experimental 
pilots, I say nothing. Just 
leave them alone and let 
them enjoy flying.”  

~ Richard Collins 

 

IT TAKES AN 
AVIATION 
VILLAGE 

WHY AVIATION 
COMMUNITY 
MATTERS 

Article appeared in Flying 

Magazine July, 2017 by 

Martha King – 

The Eclipse Jet Owners and 

Pilots Association (EJOPA), 

founded in 2006 when the 

first Eclipse Jet was 

delivered, represents 65% of 

the Eclipse Jets ever built.  At 

their 2016 annual convention 

at Coeur d’Alene, ID there 

were 140 attendees. 

It was scary.  We were 
more than a mile from the 
short runway and we were 
skimming the treetops in 
the Chinese-made Socata 
Trinidad look-alike.  We 
were so low we couldn’t 
even see the runway.  It 
took me a little while to 
figure out what was going 
on.  This was the pilot’s 
idea of how to make a 
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short-field approach.  His 
concept was to get down 
low and drag it in. 

A pilot’s first inclination 
on a short-field approach 
is often to drag it in like 
this.  But the 
recommended method of 
making a steeper, 
stabilized approach to a 
short field helps dissipate 
speed in the flare and 
actually results in a shorter 
landing.  Plus, it has many 
other advantages.  But it is 
counter-intuitive. 

So why didn’t this pilot 
know better?  Well, the 
pilot was at a 
disadvantage.  There is a 
complete lack of an 
aviation community around 
this remote private airport 
on Hainan Island in China. 

In China, except in the 
airlines, pilots and 
instructors are scarce.  So 
there’s no general aviation 
community—there is no 
“aviation village” to pass 
along and reinforce good 
technique.  In such a 
vacuum, there is a 
tendency for pilots to “go 
feral” and invent their own 
unusual and interesting 
techniques. 

The same thing can 
happen in the U.S. when a 
pilot learns to fly in a 
remote area.  Back when 
John and I were teaching 
ground schools in Alaska, 
we would often have pilots 
come in from the bush to 
take our classes.  

Frequently, the only 
instruction they had 
received previously was a 
few takeoffs and landings 
at the remote strip from 
the non-instructor who 
sold them the airplane. 

Eventually they would 
decide to fly into Fairbanks 
or Anchorage—and that 
would get them into 
trouble.  Consequently, 
they would be required to 
take our classes as part of 
an accelerated program to 
get safe and legal.  In the 
process they would not 
only learn from the 
classes, but also gain a lot 
from swapping stories with 
other pilots.  They began 
to realize how much they 
didn’t know. 

Very early in aviation 
there was already a sense 
of togetherness.  Learning 
pilots spent every spare 
moment around the airport 
and assembled in the 
evenings for the 
mandatory ground 
schools, where they 
learned to draw wind 
triangles on sectional 
charts.  The result was an 
aviation community with 
caring connections and 
shared interests that would 
last these pilots for the rest 
of their lives. 

This started an enduring 
tradition in aviation of 
sharing knowledge and 
looking out for each 
other.  When John and I 
started learning to fly jets 
Harry Metz, a friend of 

ours who operated jets, 
observed the tradition and 
went way out of his way to 
mentor us.  Decades later 
we still go to him for 
knowledge. 

But there is reason to 
believe that this tradition 
may be at risk.  People 
who use airplanes for 
travel spend far less time 
at the airport.  The very 
nature of flying general 
aviation airplanes is 
private, independent 
travel.  People go to the 
airport and get in their 
airplane, and go off on 
their own, barely talking to 
anyone. 

Plus, with the advent of 
the Internet, live 
classrooms are often 
supplanted by online 
courses, and relationships 
that might have developed 
at the airport are more 
likely to take place via 
social media if at all.  One 
problem of social media is 
that you don’t have the 
same cues to establish the 
element of trust that you 
have when you are face-
to-face.  It is easy to 
become the focus of 
someone who wants to 
impress, but in reality has 
no idea what they are 
talking about.  Rather than 
a place to establish a 
caring relationship, it can 
be a place to be especially 
careful about vetting any 
advice. 

This is particularly true 
since the nature of the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hainan
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advice that is most helpful 
has evolved.  In the earlier 
days of flying, planes 
didn’t fly so far and 
fast.  Pilots came to grief 
mostly from lack of 
knowledge or skill.  In the 
more than one hundred 
years we have been flying, 
we have gradually begun 
to fly further and 
faster.  With more change 
occurring in a given flight, 
risk management has 
become a much greater 
concern. 

Risk management is a 
tougher subject.  It is easy 
to offend, or be offended, 
on the subject.  Advice is 
best given in person, and 
with sensitivity.  Still, as 
mentors we need to have 
the courage to care and 
have the tough 
conversations with 
kindness.  On the 
receiving end we need to 
appreciate that the mentor 
has our interest at heart, 
and to accept, even 
welcome, those 
conversations when they 
are directed to us. 

Since trustworthy 
aviation community 
doesn’t come as easy as it 
used to, we now have to 
work harder at it.  The FAA 
has seen this need and 
has organized live 
seminars through the 
WINGS program that have 
taught many thousands of 
pilots. 

Some modern-day 
airplane manufacturers 

have recognized the value 
of community and have 
strongly supported it.  As a 
result, the Cirrus Owners 

and Pilots Association 

(COPA) was formed two 
years after the first Cirrus 
was delivered, and about 
40% of Cirrus pilots are 
members.  COPA has 
taken active leadership in 
community-building and 
safety training.  The 2014 
Cirrus fatal accident rate is 
one-eighth of what it was 
in 2003, and is about half 
the overall GA fatal 
accident rate for personal 
and business flying. 

 
Pilots can usually find 

many benefits in the 
communal learning 
experience. 

The Eclipse Jet Owners 

and Pilots Association 

(EJOPA), founded in 2006 
when the first Eclipse Jet 

was delivered, represents 
65% of the Eclipse Jets 
ever built.  At their 2016 
annual convention at 
Coeur d’Alene, ID there 
were 140 attendees.  They 
represented 47 aircraft—
nearly 20% of the fleet—
who came from 17 states 
plus England and 
Australia. They were 
intently focused on 
learning more about how 
to maintain and fly their 
Eclipse Jets better, and 
managing the risks of 
flight—in spite of the lure 
of the beautiful lake right 

out the windows.  Of 
course they had fun 
evening programs, with 
lots of hangar-flying and 
stories, but seminar 
attendance stayed high 
and attentive for the whole 
convention. 

The bottom line is there 
has only been one fatal 
Eclipse Jet accident.  It 
was in South Africa, and  

Sun ’n Fun, AirVenture, 

or AOPA fly-ins. The point 
is to just get together with 
may have been due to 
pilot incapacitation. 

Participating in the 
aviation community does 
not necessarily involve 
seminars.  It could be 
going to other folks with 
shared interests.  It is 
inevitable we will talk 
about important aviation 
things that will make a 
difference. 

The American Bonanza 

Society recently held a 
Beechcraft Instructor 

Crosstalk in which John 
and I participated.  In one 
session all 50 instructors 
took turns expressing our 
concerns as 
instructors.  John and I got 
more out of listening to the 
other instructors than 
anything we had done for 
years. 

Over time we have 
come to learn that 
regarding improving risk 
management, “It takes an 
aviation village.” 
 

https://www.cirruspilots.org/
https://www.cirruspilots.org/
https://www.cirruspilots.org/
https://www.cirruspilots.org/
https://www.eclipsejetpilots.org/
https://www.eclipsejetpilots.org/
https://www.eclipsejetpilots.org/
https://www.oneaviation.aero/
http://www.flysnf.org/
https://www.eaa.org/en/airventure
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/news-by-topic/events/fly-in
https://www.bonanza.org/
https://www.bonanza.org/
https://www.bonanza.org/events/2017/events/beechcraft-instructor-crosstalk/
https://www.bonanza.org/events/2017/events/beechcraft-instructor-crosstalk/
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On the Last Page, but, 
NOT FORGOTTEN… 

As you may know, 
Congress passed a 
reauthorization bill just a 
few days ago to keep the 
FAA running for the next 
six months. 

  
This bill did NOT 

include the so-called 
"privatization" provision 
that would have handed 
over control of ATC to the 
big airlines and their 
allies.  And in the short 
term, that's good news. 

  

But our battle to stop 

this airline takeover of 

ATC is FAR FROM OVER. 

There will be much more 

debate, a lot more 

wrangling, and more 

House and Senate votes 

in the weeks and 

months ahead. 

  

Make no mistake.  If this 
proposal becomes law, it 
will be one of the biggest 

legislative disasters in 
general aviation 
history.  To win this battle 
once and for all, you and I 
MUST keep the pressure 

on Congress with our 
phone calls, letters and 
emails.  We need to keep 
our radio and TV 
messages on the air to get 
our message to American 
voters beyond our own 
pilot community.  

And, we need to send a 
clear message to every 
member of Congress that 
they'll put their jobs at risk 
at election time if they 
support this destructive 
ATC giveaway proposal 
that would put a small 
group of airline executives 
at the helm of general 
aviation's future.  

If you haven't already 
called your officials in 
Congress including your 
Representative and 
Senators, please do it 
now.  Simply dial 202-
224-3121 and ask to be 
connected.  

Please keep in mind 
that less than 3% of 

Americans have 
interests in aviation.  

You do the math.  That 
means that the other 
97% of the unsuspecting 
general public don’t 
have a clue (or care) that 
this fight is going on.  
We must make our 
voices heard. 

 

My $0.02:  On a kinder 

note… 

We all know about the 
senseless random killings, 
drug wars, turf wars, gang 
violence, etc. that goes on 
in our world and society. 

Please allow me to 
quote Michelle Eilene 
McNamera on her 
thoughts about our world.  
“It’s chaos…be kind”. 

 
Steve G. ed. 

 
 

EAA 66 Classified Ad’s: 

Any items you wish to list in 

the Classified Section of the 

Newsletter contact Steve  

http://send.aopa.org/link.cfm?r=3pXBDj0cl7RmmLuFG7_jOw%7E%7E&pe=4fB0W1hGK7bhe_t1sUA-sRFbvH0ET_UiZj4Ou-LjoBL5lDMlWZQooQoMNrwfGO9YAzPOwOcwQj_rTcHa_cl-8Q%7E%7E
http://send.aopa.org/link.cfm?r=3pXBDj0cl7RmmLuFG7_jOw%7E%7E&pe=4fB0W1hGK7bhe_t1sUA-sRFbvH0ET_UiZj4Ou-LjoBL5lDMlWZQooQoMNrwfGO9YAzPOwOcwQj_rTcHa_cl-8Q%7E%7E
http://send.aopa.org/link.cfm?r=3pXBDj0cl7RmmLuFG7_jOw%7E%7E&pe=4fB0W1hGK7bhe_t1sUA-sRFbvH0ET_UiZj4Ou-LjoBL5lDMlWZQooQoMNrwfGO9YAzPOwOcwQj_rTcHa_cl-8Q%7E%7E
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