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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
There wasn't much any of us could do.  When we share our grief 

with others who knew and loved Tom, it helps a little because we don't 

feel so alone.  I knew Katy was a basket case all week and it will take 

many days of emptiness before she can begin to accept his sudden and 

tragic passing.  Loss of a loved one is the most difficult thing life can 

dish out to us.  We gave him a great sendoff...about all we could 

do.  Between the Navy honor guard and the flyover led by Curt 

Hosterman it was a beautiful and fitting tribute to Tom. 

    What a wonderful family Tom has.  His son Jon, who is a 

commercial pilot and has a striking resemblence to Tom, noted that his 

father was "good to my mother".  That's something a son notices and 

perhaps the most important ingredient in a son's love for his father.  Jon 

and Kevin are two fine sons and I know how proud Tom was of both of 

them, as well as all his grandchildren and daughters-in-law. 

There was the "empty table" set up by his friend from the bicycle 

club, Bart Mazzara, with many symbolic items such as the white table 

cloth symbolizing the purity of service.  Each item was explained BART. 

    We weren't sure how we were going to handle that day, not 

knowing how much food to provide, whether or not we should barbecue, 

how many people to expect.  It was such short notice and the first 

expected figure was about thirty or forty people.  I suggested 

anticipating about 100 people.  There were about 300 people who 

showed up.  Tom was loved by many. 

     There was plenty of food and drinks.  Katy and her sons provided 

so much, including the microphone and speakers so they could recount 

some of the memories of their father.  Everybody brought something to 

share and whatever anxiety we had about the day going smoothly was 

unwarranted. The day went flawlessly in spite of no thorough 
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Young Eagle Pilots 

Needed for the 

Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast 

Please contact Cheri Short 

at 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com  

 

Next Breakfast  

Sunday June 3, 2018 

8:00 to 10:00 AM 

 

Board Meetings 

-Thursday June 14 @ 6:30 

at Base Ops 

 

General Meeting 3rd 

Tuesday of the month 

Apr 17 @ 7:30 (dinner @ 

6:30) 

 

Builders Night is every 

Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 
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planning.  (Isn't that the case a lot of times?) 

      The ladies were fantastic in helping put out the food and cleaning up afterwards.   Special thanks to 

Kim Hosterman and Patti Zeidman, the Irlbeck girls and everyone else who gave their heart and soul to the 

day. 

      When I shared a few stories about Tom flying my plane I saw Katy smile at least three times and I felt 

good so good that in these weeks of heartbreak and tears, I was able to summon a few laughs from 

Katy.  Her Navy romance with Tom was something for a  

Hollywood script. 

      When I was leaving, I saw the grandchildren in front of the EAA building and I said, "Hey you wanna 

see your grandpa flying my plane?"  I showed them the license plate on the front of my car of Tom Irlbeck 

coming in for a landing with my plane (from a great photo by our own David Burns).  Tom's little grandson 

said to me, "My gwandpa is the best fwyer".  I smiled and said, "Yes, he was"! 

 
Bill Bresnan - President - EAA Ch.66 

 

The following is a tribute to one of our fallen members. 

Fifty-one years of Flying 
- Tom Irlbeck 

from the "RVator's Log,"  December 2010  

  

  
I was fortunate to solo shortly after my sixteenth birthday 
at Anoka County Airport in 1959.  The 7AC Champ was 
a great teacher, and was sometimes more fun than the 
proverbial “barrel of Monkeys”.  
 
 
 
 

  
 

But, also I really started my flying career, sitting 

on my Mom’s lap, my Father was in the front seat 

of a J-3 Cub in 1945.  My Dad was checking out 

http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225361686.png?t=1523907935
http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225361674.png?t=1523907853
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as a pilot in the B-17 and the United States was deeply involved fighting on multiple fronts against the 

Germans and the Japanese.  

 

This flight was recorded by a friend, showing me intently looking over my Dad’s right shoulder, trying to see 

what he was going to do next.  My Mother said I enjoyed shaking the stick, and to this day, I still enjoy 

shaking “the stick”. 

 

I have seen many changes in aviation, some beneficial, and some like the fences around the airports, 

limiting new ideas. My early days were spent cruising along behind 65 horses coming from that old 

Continental at 80 mph.  It was a very satisfying and content time, I was 18 years old and I enjoyed the open 

doors, splashing around at the Rice Lake Seaplane base.  Then in the winter, John Benson’s airport had 

skis on his J-3, and slipping and sliding, no brakes were a new challenge 

  

Our family had a 1953 C-180, and was that fast! VOR’s and ADF, plus the E6B ruled the air.  

  
In 1964 the Navy opened a door to their aviation program, the 
NAVCAD (Naval Aviation Cadet) Program, only required 2 years 
of college, and my college career was below par, a low draft 
number caught me on a skiing break, and “bingo”, I was signed 
up with the Navy.  It was undoubtedly the best thing that ever 
could have happened to me.   

  

This challenge, and believe me it was a constant challenge, 

opened many new doors for me, and I enjoyed the challenges.   

  

  

  

 

 

  
 

In a short amount of time, the good old F-4 Phantom 

with Mach 2 speeds and I had become the best of 

friends, especially seeing as how it got me through 

some 170 combat missions over North 

Vietnam.  Leaving the Navy was a tough choice, but 

a new door opened and I never looked back with 

regrets. 

 

 

 

http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225361973.png?t=1523908376
http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225361977.png?t=1523908527
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A small regional airline, called North Central 

Airlines found a seat for me in 1970.  The Convair 

580, a 48-passenger turbo prop, felt like flying a 

truck, but a very good reliable powerful truck.   34 

stops in 3 days was one of our more fun working 

trips.  My seniority number was 422, $550 dollars a 

month didn’t leave much for beer money that first 

year, but we were making our payments.  I never 

missed a paycheck because of strikes or 

bankruptcies.  Mergers changed my uniforms a 

couple of times, and sometimes I thought I was a 

“North Central”, when I was really a “Republic”, or was it a “Northwest”???  A planned early retirement bailed 

me out of the airline business in 1996 while flying the new A-320 fly by wire bird. Once again, I didn’t look 

back on what had been the perfect job for me, which I was leaving. 

  
Retirement is 
“Great”!!!  I could now 
build my own 
airplane.  Oshkosh 
offered many choices, 
but the RV series won 
hands down.  The RV-
8 was going to be my 
new buddy; sort of a 
mini fighter plane was 
needed.   After 10 
years in the 8, I still 
enjoy the take offs, 
ALMOST as much as 
that first one. 

  

Flying from Larry 

Vetterman’s, Hot 

Spring’s Fly in (KHSR) 

this last weekend gave me some “thinking” time.  On the way out, there wasn’t much thinking time due to the 

challenges of weather, low clouds known as “Scud”, and dogging wind generators.  Homeward bound was 

smooth tail winds at 9500 feet, 220 MPH grounds speeds and 30 miles vis.  

  

What is the number ONE event in aviation in the last fifty or so years?  It is spelled GPS!!!  The mapping 

information, reliability and capabilities of the new units on the market places us right up there with “Star 

Wars” navigation.  In 1976 I flew my C-180 to Alaska, mostly on compass heading and timing, due to the 

fact that the rain had shorted out our ADF.  It was a little more of an adventure that what we had planned 

on.  In 1997 I once again headed to Alaska, only this time with GPS on board, and let’s just say, it was much 

safer.  GPS units are kind of like a candy jar that will never stop producing candy. 

http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225362278.jpg?t=1523908980
http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225362309.jpg?t=1523909216
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The number TWO event in aviation in the last fifty or so years?  It is called the “Experimental” aircraft!!  Of 

course, I might be a little biased on the subject.  The building and flying of the Experimental aircraft has 

saved the general aviation community in the United States.  With this I also throw in the solid state, flat 

screen technology that has developed in the experimental field.  This last weekend out at HSR, the 

Experimental aircraft outnumbered manufactured aircraft by about 10 to 1.  I know this is not always the 

ratio, but it is impressive what has been generated by the EAA flight crews.  So many new innovations, 

businesses, and aircraft development has generated from EAA. All one has to do is attend one of the 

Oshkosh EAA Shows, and you will realize what I have seen.  Whether you agree with everything that EAA is 

doing is not the question.  I think we all should realize that without EAA, aviation, as we know it would be 

dead!!! I will also have to throw in a pitch and good word about AOPA, as it also supports our cause.  My 

unbiased opinion is that anyone who flies a general aviation aircraft should support BOTH of these 

organizations.   

  

The number THREE event in aviation in the last Fifty or so years?  The lack of leadership from the FAA to 

help general aviation advance in technology and support.  Twenty to thirty years ago, one time STC’s were 

easy to come by.  When you wanted to try to improve your old aircraft, the one time STC was 

workable.  Now, the FAA wants a high tech evaluation, or creates obstacle to innovations that would update 

our aging fleet.    It is discouraging to look back, and see the obstacles that have been generated by the 

FAA rules and regulation.  The lack of trust with the delays in physical evaluations generated by Oklahoma 

City is a prime example.   

  

The number FOUR event, or I should say FARCE, is the implantation of the TFR, which follows the 

President or whoever they deem important.   It is hard for me to understand how, or why we tolerate this sort 

of restrictions on our freedoms.  There was a reason, for a short amount of time to evaluate what was 

happening during the 9/11 attack by the terrorist, but to retain this as time went on is criminal. There are no 

such restrictions on the automobile, trucks, trains, buses, or bicycles, but they have focused their lack of 

judgment and hypothetical fears, lack of common sense on the general aviation group.  It appears that EAA 

and AOPA have rolled over, and are playing dead.  The FAA has rolled over, and supports this idiotic 

restriction on the general aviation community.  What do you think of the Presidential TFR’s????? 

  

The LAST event that I have enjoyed, and still enjoy???  Meeting new people, especially the people around 

“Van’s Hangar”.  There is something that bonds the pilots who fly Experimental aircraft. We are a little 

different, and that little difference is a good thing to have.   The only thing that worries me, I see too much 

gray hair.  We have to get more youth into aviation, so, if someone asks you to fly a Young Eagle, try to do 

it.   
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  Tom’s 4 year old granddaughter enjoys a “flying 

lesson from Grandpa". Note the "RV chuckle" 

 I want to thank all of you that support 

general aviation.  It has been a “Field of 

Dreams” for me, to be able to fly somewhere, 

and meet someone that also likes to 

fly.  Some day, I suppose I’ll have to hang up 

my wings, but hopefully I can pass some of 

my worn out wings to one of my Grand Kids, 

or to one of your Grand Kids, to help keep 

the air moving over those wings. 

  

  

Keep the greasy side up! 

  

Tom Irlbeck and “Bear” 
 

Fallen Member 

David M Harning 

It is with great sadness that 
we report David Harning 
owner of a Cessna Cardinal 
has passed on May 7th 
2018 after a short battle 
with cancer.  
 
David’s time spent with 
EAA 66 and the young 
eagle program was some of 
the greatest times he ever 
had. David moved to 
Massachusetts after being 
a long time member of our 
chapter.  
 

What’s Happening 

 
 
We invite/encourage all of 

our new members to 

attend all of our events.  

After all, this is your 

Chapter too. 

 

 

Going Flying? 

Be Sure to Check FSS 

for TFRs 

 
Please go to 
http://www.flylcpa.com/fmyairfi

eldimprovements/  
 

 

Chapter Website 
 

 EAA66.org 

Check it out. Be sure to 
sign up as a member. 

 
                                 

Chapter Adventures 
 

Recently 4 airplanes flew to 
the Bahamas and include 
Bob and Gina Willaford, 
David and Nancy Burns, 
Rich and Pat Zeidman, Curt 
and Kim Hosterman. 
 

  
 

 

http://www.eaa66.org/
http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225362445.png?t=1523909869
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Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sorry I do not have more 
pictures, it was fun and a 
very nice trip and I was too 
busy enjoying the time, 
weather, and boating to 
take a lot of pictures. 
 
Easy with the guidance 
from an old hand of 
International Flying, Bob 
Willaford provided 
instructions and how to to 
get to and back. 
 
We are planning more trips, 
some short and some long 
and if you would like to go, 
then you will want to stay 
tuned….. 
 
David 

 

EAA 66 Spotlight 

 

Builders Night is a hit! Lots 
of new members are 
attending builders night and 
we are seeing more interest 
in building airplanes.  If you 
have not attended one 

recently come by on 
Thursday night and see 
what is happening. Learn 
how to bend, rivet and read 
blueprints to make an 
airplane. 

. Builder Updates 

 

The following pictures are 
to provide an idea of what 
the completed plane may 
look like byour builders.  If 
we get some new pictures 
we can update the 
newsletter on where the 
builders are at in the 
process. 

 

 

 

 Art Coll & Mike 
Degeorgio Zenith CH 
750.  Now they can be 
found at Page field and 
are putting the wings on 
and making the final 
adjustments before 
inspection and first flight. 
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 Jerry Strom Zenith CH 
750  

 
 

 Raymond Kennedy RV-6 
(RV-7 Plans)

 
Congratulations Ray! 
 

 Ray Romeu and Bob 
Ackert started completion 
of the fuselage.

 
 
 
 

 Neal Trombley RV9a  

 
 

 Tim Parker – RV 9a – 
Almost ready for the first 
flight. 

 
 

 Dietrich and Ulla Fecht 
CH 640 (4 seats)  

 
 

 Tom Peppers Sonex 

 
 

 Steve Gagnon Cozy I    
 

 The engine was 
rebuilt this past winter. 

 

 

EAA 66 Flyers 
 
We have a lot of people that 
are flyers and have or 
access to a flying aircraft.  
We are going to list these 
here so we can help remind 
people that we are not just 
for builders!  EAA 66 is 
made up of 4 groups.  

1. Our Builders 
2. Our flyers 

a. Home Built 
b. Certified 

3. Our social group 
4. Anyone else that 

knows our members! 
 
We would like to recognize 
more flyers in this area so 
please send in a picture 
and some information about 

your airplane or the plane 
you have access to fly. 
 
And the others that we have 
not listed, please send us a 
photo of your airplane so 
we can recognize you in our 
organization. 
 
Charles Black – Cessna 
Cardinal RG 
 

 
 
Bob Willaford – RV9 

 
Flying the northern leg of 
his test area. Bob has his 
test hours flown off and is 
now flying his bird A LOT 
instead of painting it.  
 
Tom Kracmer – RV9a 
 

 
 
 
Kurt Hosterman’s RV7 
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Creighton Smith’s 
Europa  

 
 
This is my Europa, the 
second completed in the 
USA.  I rebuilt it over a year 
and a half and we flew to 
New Hampshire and back, to 
Wyoming for the eclipse, to 
Nova Scotia, Canada and 
lots of local flying. 
It has an 80hp Rotax and 
trues 125kt @ 70% 
 
 

John Coleman 1976 C-182  
 

 
 

Rich and Pat Zeidman RV7 

 

Cold day in LaBelle – 
Riches 2nd RV and a real 
performer. 
 
Dave Stone – American 
Legend  Cub  

 
 
This is a fantastic airplane 
with dossal handling 
charities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wayne Nagy 

 
 
Wayne Nagy has two 
airplanes, his Cessna 310A 
and a Searay experimental 

 
 
Andy Hartezeld Cessna 
172.  

 
 
David Burns  Glasair 
Sportsman 2+2  

 
Phase one testing 
completed! 
 

 
 
We would like to know what 
type of airplane you have 
and share with the rest of 
the members.  Pictures are 
great! Please send info to 
the following email address: 
eaachapter66@gmail.com 
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Young Eagle Updates 

 

  
Cheri Short:  EAA 66 

Young Eagles Coordinator 

1 Young Eagle and 0 
Eagles were flown at the Apr 
1st breakfast.  HEY!! Let’s 
bring those kids so Cheri has 
something to do. 

 

Flights were conducted by  
Rich Zeidman.   
 
Breakfast Highlights 
 
90 breakfasts were served. 
Our outlook is for less 
breakfasts in the coming 
months as our snowbirds 
head North and bikers show 
up for our fabulous meals. 
 

A big thank you goes out to 
Neal Trombley for procuring 
all of the food.  Further 
thanks go to our crew; Bob 
Willaford, Tom Peppers, 
Bob Ackert, Eddie 
Hayward, David Burns, & 
Ray Romeu. 
 
From Len DeNardo.. 

We are looking for 
volunteers to help man the 
gate on Breakfast 
Sundays. An adult is 
needed, if at all possible, to 
monitor the guests who 
come in. Barry Bratton rode 
by today and was very 
happy to see the gate 
manned. We will also try to 
get a golf cart from the line 
to facilitate getting back and 
forth to the gate. 

 
 
 
 
 

AVIATION HUMOR  
 

  

Reboot of Star Wars 

  

EAA 66 Classified Ad’s: 
Any items you wish to list in 
the Classified Section of the 

Newsletter contact Steve 

 

Hangar for Rent 
 

I am member of EAA 565 
at Punta Gorda, and hoping 
to sublet my hangar in the 
600's at KPGD from April - 
Nov. $250/ month. Contact 
Ron Cooke at 941-347-7434 
or email  
Caron.cooke@gmail.com 

 

 

STEEN SKYBOLT   
(BI-PLANE) KIT: 

$7,500   All wing ribs (1/4" 
spruce with mahogany 
gussets), epoxied using 
aircraft nails, spars cut and 
tapered plus all wing bows 
and compression 
struts.  Fuselage and tail 
feathers appear to be 
professionally jigged and 
welded 4130 tubing, primed 
and ready for epoxy 
primer.  Included is fabric to 
complete the 
aircraft. Landing gear has 
already been fabricated, 
streamline tubing is included 
to fabricate wing struts.  This 
is a magnificent find which 
will save years of work on a 
time proven and well-
regarded aircraft.  A STEAL 
at $7,500. All reasonable 
offers considered. Located at 
EAA Chapter 66 at Page 
Field, Ft. Myers, FL. Contact 
Bill Bresnan, 239-898-6694 
or Len DeNardo, 239-849-
7984. 

 
 

tel:(941)%20347-7434
mailto:Caron.cooke@gmail.com
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Hangar for Rent 
 
"I am member of EAA 565 at 

Punta Gorda, and hoping to sublet 
my hangar in the 600's at KPGD 
from April - Nov. $250/ month. 
Contact Ron Cooke at 941-347-
7434; or 
email Caron.cooke@gmail.com" 

 
Construction updates 

 

 
 
 
  

tel:(941)%20347-7434
tel:(941)%20347-7434
mailto:Caron.cooke@gmail.com
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CHAPTER 66 

General Meeting 

Third Tuesday – Each 

Month @ 7:30 PM 

Board Meeting 

2nd Thursday of each 

month 6:00 PM 

 

Pancake Breakfast 

First Sunday – Each Month 

8:00 to 10:00AM 

 

Chapter President 

Bill Bresnan 

Anniebill343@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

David Burns, Bean 

Counter 

 

Membership Chairman 

David Burns 

 

Tech Counselors 

Rich Zeidman 

610-613-4184 

When he is not in 

Colorado 

 

Barry Marz 

239-567-2271 

 

Sam James 

863-234-1096 

 

News letter 

Steve Gagnon 

Sgagnon2@gmail.com 

Vice President  

Len DeNardo 

lfeedenardo@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Ruth Ann Worman 

shana63ra@aol.com 

 

Young Eagle Chairman 

Cheri Short 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com 

 

Chapter President 

Bill Bresnan 

Anniebill343@yahoo.com 

 

Commissary 

Neal Trombley 

 

Airplane Lead Builders 

Ray Romeu 

rayromeu@yahoo.com 

 

Paul Yocum 

239-246-6341 

 

Flight Advisor  

Tom Irlbeck 

bearintheair01@gmail.com 

 

Board Members 

Neal Trombly  

Tom Peppers 

mailto:Anniebill343@yahoo.com
mailto:skydiver36c@yahoo.com
mailto:Anniebill343@yahoo.com

