
 

 

1 

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT 
ASSOCIATION 

 

CHAPTER 66 FORT MYERS, FL – PAGE FIELD (KFMY) 

 51 YEARS STRONG   *  THE SPIRIT OF FLIGHT  * 1967 – 2018  

WEB ADDRESS 

EAA66.ORG 

 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
  The Board has approved an expenditure of about $5,000 for a new 
air conditioning system in our club house.  The project is actually 
long overdue and it was approved in the past but never done.  We 
will feel the pinch as this expense takes a good chunk of our 
operating funds, but we can and will recover.  I will propose to the 
Board that we start a reserve fund for future repairs, maintenance 
and replacement of the A.C. system, so future Boards will have that 
money available to them for that purpose only. 
 
    Reserve funds for various things are a good idea for a club.  It 
helps prevent the need for a special assessment to club members, 
which is about as popular as passing wind in church. 
 
     Unfortunately, the airport will not take responsibility for these 
items.  We are on our own.  The airport will, however, take care of 
things such as roof leaks and that is another item I'm working 
on.  Since Tom Peppers (who is doing the a.c. installation) has the 
ceiling opened up, it has revealed many holes and voids in our roof 
and exterior walls that must be repaired. 
 
     We are also trying to salvage our 8 burner barbecue grill.  It has 
served us well, but will need some replacement parts which Neal 
Trombley has been addressing.  We also need a cover for that 
grille.  We couldn't serve burgers at our last meeting because the 
grill was out of service. 
 
     As you all know, contributions and donations are always welcome 
and if you want to give to a specific item whether it is toward the 
barbecue grill or hangar, or to offset the a.c. expense, just let the 
treasurer know what your intention for the money is. 
 
     As always, I am grateful to all the members who contribute their 
time and energy to keep our club going. 
 
Bill Bresnan - President - EAA Ch.66 

 

THINGS TO 

REMEMBER 66 SQUAWK SHEET 
JUNE 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Eagle Pilots 

Needed for the 

Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast 

Please contact Cheri Short 

at 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com  

 

Next Breakfast  

Sunday July 1, 2018 

8:00 to 10:00 AM 

 

Board Meetings 

-Thursday July 12 @ 7:00 

P.M. at Base Ops 

 

General Meeting 3rd 

Tuesday of the month 

June 19 @ 7:30 Food 

served 6:30 until 7:00 PM 

 

Builders Night is every 

Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 

 

 

 

http://www.eaa66.org/
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What’s Happening 

Word is that dinner IS being 
served before Next 
Tuesday’s General 
Meeting. 
 

Condolences are in 

Order 

Ron Myrick, an EAA 66 
member, passed away 
suddenly on March 27. Ron 
was a flight instructor and 
was getting back up to 
speed. We completed his 
currency checks in the Cub 
Club’s C-172 and C-182 
late last year. He will be 
missed. 
 
We invite/encourage all of 

our new members to 

attend all of our events.  

After all, this is your 

Chapter too. 

 

 

Lost aircraft 

 

 

Van’s RV-8, N214FF: 
Incident occurred May 28, 
2018 in Somerset, St. Croix 
County, Wisconsin 
Aircraft lost engine power 
and made a forced landing 

in a plowed field, striking a 
fence. The aircraft was 
severely damaged. 
Date: 29-May-2018 
Time: 01:15:00Z 
Highest Injury: None 

 

Going Flying? 

Be Sure to Check FSS 

for TFRs 

 
Page Field Update 
The projected opening of 
Runway 13-31 is currently 
scheduled for July 9. 
 

Please go to for more info. 
http://www.flylcpa.com/fmyairfi

eldimprovements/  
 

 

Chapter Website 
 

 EAA66.org 
Check it out. Be sure to 

sign up as a member and 
receive special information. 

 
                                 

Chapter Adventures 
 

June 9th; and another 
adventure was undertaken 
by EAA Chapter 66 

members.  

 
 
Bob Willaford and Tim 
Parker, David and Nancy 
Burns, Curt and Kim 
Hosterman. Anthony and 
Cathy Greco and Tom 
Kracmer flew to breakfast at 
Titusville (KTIX) on the 
space coast.  
 

  
 
We left around 7 to 7:30 AM 
and arrived in time for 
breakfast. Easy flying, nice 
weather and we passed 
over KOBE to avoid the 
restricted areas. 

 

http://www.flylcpa.com/fmyairfieldimprovements/
http://www.flylcpa.com/fmyairfieldimprovements/
http://www.eaa66.org/
http://www.mnwing.org/s/cc_images/teaserbox_4225362309.jpg?t=1523909216
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The breakfast was $12 per 
person and included a tour 
of the museum. Now that 
was really nice.  
 

 
 
Our member Tim Parker 
was very familiar with some 
of the aircraft and especially 
the F18. Tim’s insight to the 
design of the airplanes was 
very informative. It seems 
that designing aircraft is not 
so much as an art form as it 
is trial and error from an 
engineering perspective.  
 

 
 
Sometimes you wonder 
why some of the elements 
are the way they are and 
then you hear from a 
person who has had 
firsthand experience. 
 

 
 
Curt felt right at home in 
one of the airplanes that is 
nearing the completion of 

its restoration and first 
flight. 
 

 
 
A navy sub hunter 
Grumman S-2 Tracker.  
 

 
 
What was nice about the 
museum was the tour guide 
and the added knowledge 
that you find out about that 
is not obvious. 
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We are planning more trips, 
some short and some long 
and if you would like to go, 
then you will want to stay 
tuned….. 
 
Pictures by Kim Hosterman 
and David Burns (Staff 
Reporter)  

 

What’s it like to fly at 

45000 feet? 

 

Recently I received a call 
on Saturday and it was 
Dave Stone. Dave was 
taking passengers to 
Pontiac MI and wanted to 
know if I would like to fly 
right seat in the CJ3. 
 
Now you know asking a 
pilot like me if I wanted to 
fly in the right seat is like 
asking a 5 year old if they 

would like an ice cream 
cone. One word answer – 
YES! 
 
I met Dave at Page at the 
appointed time, the jet was 
already on the tarmac.  
 

 
 
The sky was a little gray, 
most of the country 
between Florida and 
Michigan was experiencing 
rain and convective storms.  
 
A flight plan was entered 
into the nav system and we 
prepped for takeoff, or I 
should say Dave prepped 
and I learned that the 
system was not too different 
from what we are flying. 
 

 
 
With all passengers aboard 
the door closed we were 
given clearance to taxi to 
runway 5.  
 

 
 
It was not long after that we 
were following our course, 
talking to ATC and heading 
north. The initial climb was 
through clouds and not until 
we reach 35,000 did we 
break free of most of the 
cover.  
 

 
 
At 45,000 feet the sky was 
clear, most of the airlines 
were below us and so too 
was the worst of the storms.  
 

 
 

There were a few storms 
that towered above us and 
we deviated around them.  
 



 

 

 

 

5 | P a g e  

 

Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 

 

 
 
Shortly after we crossed the 
Ohio River our navigation 
system indicated the time or 
should I say the distance 
where we needed to begin 
our decent into the Detroit 
metro area.   
 
ATC provided vectors and 
we entered the approached 
over Lake Erie and crossed 
atop Winsor Canada.  
 
With the airport in sight we 
contacted tower and were 
cleared to land. 
 

 
 
On short final, the view is 
about the same as landing 
a 172 or RV, just a little 
faster. 
 

 
 
It was about 3 hours when 
we touched down and after 
a short break of 
disembarking the 
passengers and taking on a 
load of fuel we closed the 
door and started the 

process of returning to Fort 
Myers. 
 

 
 
This time we were empty 
and I was given the 
opportunity to actually fly 
the airplane. Fly is an 
interesting aspect, as the 
aircraft behaves best under 
autopilot. But the takeoff 
was smooth, following 
vectors around weather and 
other aircraft was a thrill. 
The weather was still a 
mess, lots of convection 
and storms to dodge as we 
climbed stair step like to 
higher and higher altitudes. 
There was a lot of east west 
traffic that we had to avoid 
and we did see one aircraft 
cross our path about 1000 
feet below us. We reached 
45,000 and were just above 
the clouds as we turned 
south following our flight 
plan.  
 
Somewhere around the 
border of Georgia and 
Florida we were given 
instructions to start our 
decent to 330 FL. Into the 
clouds, on with the anti-
icing and watch the 
autopilot do its thing.   
 

ATC continued to step us 
down through the clouds 
until we were south of 
Orlando and we were 
switched to Fort Myers 
Approach and were given 
vectors to fly to runway 5. 
Still in the clouds the celling 
was about 1500 feet and 
rain. As we turned toward 
final we broke through the 
cloud layer and saw the 
ground.  Our turn to final 
was clear, our approach 
was now visual for RW 5. 
As we crossed the fence 
the crosswind was about 90 
degrees and gusting to 22.  
It was a smooth touchdown 
and we felt a little 
hydroplaning as the runway 
was very wet. 
 
As we taxied to Base Ops I 
had to thank Dave for a 
fantastic trip in such a nice 
aircraft. 
 
David Burns (Staff 
Reporter)  
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EAA 66 Spotlight 

 

 

Lt. Colonel Joseph Burns, 
USAF Retired. 

 

Lt. Colonel Joseph Burns, 
USAF Retired went flying 
with his son David in the 
homebuilt Glastar  

 

Sportsman built by David. 
Mr. Burns is 93 years old 
and has been closely 
tracking the progress of the 
sportsman over the past 
three years. The flight was 
a 30 minute tour of the Fort 
Myers Cape Coral area.  

 

The flight was one of his 
slower experiences. His 
career of 30 years in the Air 
Force included flying B47 
Stratojet. 

  

along with the B29 

 

And the T39 Saberliner. 

  

On his return his comments 
were that he would go 
again.  Not bad, good 

landing and we can use the 
airplane again. 

 

A big thumbs up for going 
with me.  Thanks, Dad! 

Builders Night 

Builders Night is a hit! Lots 
of new members are 
attending builders night and 
we are seeing more interest 
in building airplanes.  If you 
have not attended one 
recently come by on 
Thursday night and see 
what is happening. Learn 
how to bend, rivet and read 
blueprints to make an 
airplane. 

. Builder Updates 

 

The following pictures are 
to provide an idea of what 
the completed plane may 
look like by our builders.  If 
we get some new pictures 
we can update the 
newsletter on where the 
builders are at in the 
process. 
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 Art Coll & Mike 
Degeorgio Zenith CH 
750.  Now they can be 
found at Page field in the 
Alpha hangars. The 
wings are on and they 
are nearing inspection 
and first flight. 

  

 
 

 Jerry Strom Zenith CH 
750  

 
 

 Raymond Kennedy RV-6 
(RV-7 Plans)

 
 

 Ray Romeu and Bob 
Ackert started completion 
of the fuselage.

 
 
 
 

 Neal Trombley RV9a  

 Neal is still working on 
working on his airplane. 

 

 Tim Parker – RV 9a – 
Almost ready for the first 
flight. 

 
 

 Dietrich and Ulla Fecht 
CH 640 (4 seats)  

 
 

 Tom Peppers Sonex 

 
 

 Steve Gagnon Cozy I    
 

The engine was rebuilt 
this past winter and is 
now in Pennsylvania. 

 

 

EAA 66 Flyers 
 
We have a lot of people that 
are flyers and have or 

access to a flying aircraft.  
We are going to list these 
here so we can help remind 
people that we are not just 
for builders!  EAA 66 is 
made up of 4 groups.  

1. Our Builders 
2. Our flyers 

a. Home Built 
b. Certified 

3. Our social group 
4. Anyone else that 

knows our members! 
 
We would like to recognize 
more flyers in this area so 
please send in a picture 
and some information about 
your airplane or the plane 
you have access to fly. 
 
And the others that we have 
not listed, please send us a 
photo of your airplane so 
we can recognize you in our 
organization. 
 
Charles Black – Cessna 
Cardinal RG 
 

 
 
Bob Willaford – RV9 

 
Flying the northern leg of 
his test area. Bob has his 
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test hours flown off and is 
now flying his bird A LOT 
instead of painting it.  
 
Tom Kracmer – RV9a 
 

 
 
 
Kurt Hosterman’s RV7 

 
 
Creighton Smith’s 
Europa  

 
 
This is my Europa, the 
second completed in the 
USA.  I rebuilt it over a year 
and a half and we flew to 
New Hampshire and back, to 
Wyoming for the eclipse, to 
Nova Scotia, Canada and 
lots of local flying. 
It has an 80hp Rotax and 
trues 125kt @ 70% 
 
 

John Coleman 1976 C-182  
 

 
 

Rich and Pat Zeidman RV7 

 
Cold day in LaBelle – 
Riches 2nd RV and a real 
performer. 
 
Dave Stone – American 
Legend  Cub  

 
 
This is a fantastic airplane 
with dossal handling 
charities. 
 
Wayne Nagy 

 
 
Wayne Nagy has two 
airplanes, his Cessna 310A 

and a Searay experimental 

 
 
Andy Hartezeld Cessna 
172.  

 
 
David Burns  Glasair 
Sportsman 2+2  

 

 
 
We would like to know what 
type of airplane you have 
and share with the rest of 
the members.  Pictures are 
great! Please send info to 
the following email address: 
eaachapter66@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

 

9 | P a g e  

 

Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 

 

Young Eagle Updates 

As a reminder to our Young 
Eagle pilots, there are a 
number of things we need 
to be aware of, before the 
start of the Fall flying 
season. In addition to all the 
FAA requirements, there 
are two important EAA 
requirements.  
 
1 Young Eagle pilots must 
be a current member of 
EAA national.  
 
2 Pilots must adhere to 
EAA's Youth Protection 
Policy.  
 
This Youth Protection 
Policy can be obtained on 
line at the EAA website. It 
includes a questionnaire 
and a background check. It 
is valid for three years. A 
copy of this policy and your 
insurance coverage should 
be put in the YE Youth 
Protection Policy folder, in 
the desk at the back of our 
building.  
 
There are currently about 8 
or 10 forms in the folder. 

You may want to check on 
your expiration date. Mine 
expires next February. Any 
questions on this program 
can be directed to Cheri or 
Len DeNardo.  
 
Cheri Short and Candy 

Rhodes:  EAA 66 Young 

Eagles Coordinators 

We had a great turnout at 
our June Pancake 
Breakfast.  We had six new 
Young Eagles take their first 
flight and two returning 
Young Eagles (Pepper and 
Nicolas). Pepper did a great 
job leading a short 
introduction to flight class.  It 
was also great to see our 
pilots engaged with our 
Young Eagles prior to flight. 
A special thank you to our 
pilots Bob, Tom, David and 
Len and to Doug for helping 
with paperwork.  
 
(Next month will aim to get 
more pix with our eagles and 
pilots) 
 

 

 
 
Flights were conducted by 
Tom Kracmer, David Burns, 
Bob Willaford and Len 
DeNardo.   
 

 
 
Pepper flies another 
airplane. 
 
Breakfast Highlights 
 
72 breakfasts were served. 
Our outlook is for less 
breakfasts in the coming 
months as our snowbirds are 
now up North and the bikers 
still show up but in less 
numbers. 

A big thank you goes out to 
Bob Willaford for procuring 
all of the food.  Further 
thanks go to our crew;  
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Bob Willaford, Tom 
Peppers, Bob Ackert, Eddie 
Hayward, David Burns, & 
Ray Romeu. 

 
 
From Len DeNardo.. 
We are looking for 
volunteers to help man the 
gate on Breakfast 
Sundays. An adult is 
needed, if at all possible, to 
monitor the guests who 
come in. Barry Bratton rode 
by today and was very 
happy to see the gate 
manned. We will also try to 
get a golf cart from the line 
to facilitate getting back and 
forth to the gate. 

 

AVIATION HUMOR  
 

  

Ignore the dog, text me the 

info so I can reply…. 

 

 

And Now A Word About 

Batteries from Kitplanes’ 

Dave Prizio 

In light of the demise of 

Tom Irlbeck’s RV-8, I 

decided this was a very 

appropriate article for this 

month’s technical corner. 

Steve G., ed 

Three battery-related 
accidents, one now 10 
years old, the others more 
recent, point to the need to 
understand and properly 
maintain your airplane’s 
electrical system, especially 
the battery. Batteries are 
simple and reliable in most 
cases, but in an age of ever-
increasing dependence on 
electrical power, it is vital that 
their maintenance and use is 
well understood. Here are 
three accidents that illustrate 
that point. 
 
Diamond Twin Star: 
A Diamond Twin Star with 
dual Centurion diesel 
engines crashed after takeoff 
when the fuel management 
systems of both engines 
reset after a low-voltage 
condition, causing a dual 
engine failure. The airplane 
in question had a dead 
battery when the pilot 
attempted to start the 
airplane. A ground power 
source was used to jump-
start the engines. During 
takeoff, a short time later, the 
battery was still insufficiently 
charged to sustain the 
sudden extra power demand 

of the gear retraction motors. 
When the voltage dropped 
below the critical level, the 
electrically dependent fuel 
management systems of 
both engines reset and 
stopped the engines in flight. 
Diamond had specifically 
warned against starting 
both engines with ground 
power, but the warning was 
not heeded. The plane was 
destroyed and lawsuits 
ensued. The point is that 
electrically dependent 
airplanes need fully charged 
batteries to fly safely. You 
might ask, if there was 
enough power to excite the 
fields of the alternators, 
why wasn’t there enough 
power to retract the gear? 
That is a question the 
lawyers debated in court, but 
their arguments are not of 
much use to a pilot who 
suddenly finds himself flying 
a glider. 
 
Alternators are sized to 
handle continuous 
loads and recharge batteries, 
but transitory loads such as a 
flap retraction are not 
included in the alternator 
capacity calculation, nor is 
excessive battery charging 
caused by starting out with a 
dead or near-dead battery. 
Airplanes are not like cars 
that come equipped with 
100+ amp alternators and 
huge batteries with plenty of 
capacity for abuse. 
The lesson here is, do not 
take off in an electrically 
dependent airplane if the 
battery is too weak to start 
the engine. 
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Take the time to charge the 
battery or batteries first. A 
second lesson is, be sure 
to know the minimum voltage 
required to run your engine’s 
electrical systems. See how 
that compares to the actual 
system voltage you have 
when cranking your starter. It 
might surprise you. 
Since most Experimentals do 
not have retractable gear, it 
might be fair to ask if this 
incident is really applicable. 
That’s a fair question, but 
don’t forget that many planes 
have electric flaps and pitot 
heat—two big users of 
electrical power that could be 
engaged during initial 
climbout. Also, don’t forget 
that a depleted battery is 
going to draw more 
than the normal amount of 
charging current. A low-
voltage situation could 
happen to you. 
 
Subaru-Powered GlaStar: 
A GlaStar with a Subaru auto 
conversion engine crashed 
after one battery in a two-
battery electrical system 
failed. It’s another case 
where the pilot assumed that 
an electrically dependent 
plane that would not start on 
its own could be safely flown 
after a jump-start.  
 
Unfortunately, it ended in 
tragedy, with a severely 
injured pilot and a totally 
destroyed airplane. It just 
cannot be said often 
enough—if your electrically 

dependent airplane will not 
start on its own, it is vitally 
important that you correct 
the problem before 
attempting flight. 
 
Electrically dependent really 
does mean that the airplane 
engine will not run without 
electrical power. 
 
The builder of this plane, no 
doubt with safety in mind, 
installed two batteries in his 
Subaru-powered GlaStar. 
The electronic engine 
management system 
of that engine requires 
nothing less. The plane was 
equipped with a switch that 
would permit running on 
either or both batteries. The 
NTSB report, however, 
says that the batteries were 
connected in series. It also 
says that there was no 
field investigation by the 
NTSB, so we are left to 
speculate about what the 
electrical system really 
looked like. Obviously, 
connecting two 12-volt 
batteries in series would 
produce 24 volts, which was 
not the intended design for 
the 12-volt system. In any 
case, the plane would not 
start without ground power. 
After starting, the pilot 
reported a 14.2-volt reading 
consistent with the charging 
voltage of a 12-volt 
alternator. 
 
There was no report of 
charging current. As it turned 
out, one of the batteries had 

a shorted cell that caused it 
to produce much less than 
12 volts. This eventually 
drained the other battery to 
the point that it would not 
produce enough voltage 
to power the electrical 
system. Once system 
voltage dropped too low, the 
engine shut down, leading to 
the crash. 
 
Dual batteries for an 
electrically dependent 
airplane are a good idea, but 
they only work if you know 
the condition of each battery 
and isolate any deficient 
component in the electrical 
system. 
 
Unfortunately, hooking both 
batteries up to the main bus 
where a single alternator 
can charge them masks a 
problem with either battery. 
This is what bedeviled this 
GlaStar pilot. 
 
The way to find this problem 
is to check the voltage of 
each battery before starting 
the engine. With a switch 
system that connects each 
battery separately, it is easy 
to turn off each battery 
before flight and check the 
voltage of the other one. If 
either battery is not reading 
at least 12.5 volts, it is 
probably not a good idea to 
fly with it. Such a check 
would have easily prevented 
this accident, assuming the 
short did not occur in flight. 
The fact that the plane 
was hard to start seems to 
point to a battery problem 
that developed before 
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takeoff. If such a problem did 
develop in flight, an 
otherwise unexplained 
increase in charging current 
would likely be the only early 
indication. 
 
The lesson here is that, once 
again, if a plane won’t start 
on its own power, find out 
why before flight. Another 
lesson is that two batteries 
do not actually equal a fully 
redundant system. It is 
nearly the same as having a 
single larger battery if it is not 
managed properly. 
 
This is why some electrical 
designers have embraced 
the dual alternator, single 
battery concept, especially if 
one of the alternators is a 
permanent magnet 
type. 
 

Overvoltage Leads 
to Battery Failure 
 
The recent forced landing of 
an RV-8, in which the owner 
(not the builder) had 
replaced the Odyssey battery 
with a new lithium battery, 
illustrates a point I have been 
trying to make for some time: 
Airplane electrical systems 
need overvoltage protection. 
Everyone wants to cut a few 
pounds out of their airplane’s 
empty weight, and what 
easier way is there to do that 
than replacing your PC680 
Odyssey battery with a new 
lithium battery. In a few 
minutes, you have shaved off 
10 pounds. But lithium 
batteries have special 

challenges that go with their 
impressive weight savings. 
They are sensitive to 
mischarging, overcharging, 
and excessive voltage.  
 
Traditional batteries do not 
like such abuse either, but 
when subject to it, they do 
not usually catch on fire. The 
best new lithium batteries 
have built-in circuitry meant 
to protect the battery from 
these perils, but we are still 
learning about how robust 
these protections may be 
and their possible failure 
modes. 
 
In the incident in question, 
two very experienced pilots 
were out flying when the 
airplane’s alternator, a Bosch 
automotive unit with a built-in 
voltage regulator, 
malfunctioned and started 
producing excess voltage, 
possibly as much as 70 volts 
or more at some point. 
 
This is what is called a 
runaway alternator. It is not 
common, but it does happen. 
New alternators and voltage 
regulators tend to have built-
in overvoltage protection to 
prevent this condition, but 
older models generally do 
not have this safeguard. In 
this day of electric panels 
that include not only radios 
but electronic engine and 
flight instruments, an 
overvoltage condition that 
could disable electronic 
items could be devastating. 
An unprotected overvoltage 
condition when using a 
lithium battery could be 

even worse, potentially 
putting the very survival of 
the aircraft in peril. In this 
case that is exactly what 
happened. The runaway 
alternator caused the lithium 
battery to begin melting. 
Whether or not it would have 
actually caught fire at some 
point is unknown in these 
particular circumstances, 
but even such a possibility is 
chilling, and only quick and 
skillful action by the pilot 
prevented a loss of life. No 
doubt this is what the pilot 
had in mind as he executed 
a very abrupt emergency 
descent maneuver. 
 
The pilot said he thought 
such a failure could not occur 
because of the built-in 
protections that were 
included in the battery. It 
appears, though, that the 
battery’s protective 
measures were simply 
overwhelmed. Further 
investigation may or may not 
reveal why the battery failed 
to protect itself. It is not in 
very good condition at this 
point. There was no 
overvoltage protection 
included in the aircraft 
electrical system. 
 

Overvoltage Protection 
A question arises, how do I 
know if I have overvoltage 
protection in my electrical 
system? This is especially 
important if you did not build 
the plane. For the last 
several years, Plane-Power 
has been including 
overvoltage protection in 
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most of their alternators. 
B&C has always included it 
in their voltage regulators. 
However, if your plane is 
older, it may well not have 
this protection. If you are 
unsure you can contact 
Plane-Power to see if your 
alternator has this feature. If 
you find that you do not have 
this vital protection, you may 
be able to add it. For the do-
it-yourselfers, check out Bob 
Nuckolls’ schematic in his 
AeroElectric Connection, 
which is available online for 
no cost. Or you can go 
straight to the information 
here: www.aeroelectric.com/ 
Book/AEC_R12A.pdf. His 
design is only for alternators 
that do not have internal 
voltage regulation. Be sure 
you understand the features 
of your alternator before you 
attempt to use his circuitry. 
The admonition to include 
overvoltage protection in 
your aircraft electrical system 
is not just for people with 
lithium batteries. Remember, 
overvoltage can permanently 
damage avionics and EFIS 
systems. This can cost you 
thousands of dollars, not to 
mention putting you in a 
perilous situation in flight. 
Imagine flying in IFR  
conditions and having a total 
panel failure because of an 
overvoltage condition. Spend 
a few dollars now and avoid 
these problems forever. 
 

Battery Condition 
If you have an airplane that 
must have electrical power to 
run or to power its 
instruments, you need to 

take special care to be sure 
your battery or batteries are 
in top shape. Your fully  
charged battery should put 
out 12.7 to 12.8 volts if it 
is in top condition. If it won’t 
put out at least 12.5 volts 
when it is fully charged, 
you should probably be 
thinking about a new battery. 
To really be sure of your 
battery condition though, you 
need a load tester. Such a 
tester is available from 
Harbor Freight for about $50. 
If you have an electrically 
dependent airplane, you 
should have one of these 
testers, or one like it, and 
use it at least annually. 
One of your preflight steps 
should be to check the 
voltage of your battery 
before you crank the starter. 
If you have two batteries, be 
sure to isolate and check 
each one. If they are not up 
to the task, they need to be 
charged or replaced. Expect 
to see a slightly lower 
voltage at the main bus than 
you see when testing the 
battery directly. This drop 
should not be more than 
about 0.2 volts. If it is, then 
suspect problems with wiring 
or connections in your 
electrical system, or possibly 
a master relay that is getting 
old. 
 
The age of aviation 
electronics is here, 
and it is mostly wonderful, 
but there are a few things 
you need to understand if 
you are going to fly safely in 
this new environment. Be 
sure you learn what 

they are. 
 

EAA 66 Classified Ad’s: 
Any items you wish to list in 
the Classified Section of the 

Newsletter contact Steve 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STEEN SKYBOLT   
(BI-PLANE) KIT: 

$7,500   All wing ribs (1/4" 
spruce with mahogany 
gussets), epoxied using 
aircraft nails, spars cut and 
tapered plus all wing bows 
and compression struts.  
 
Fuselage and tail feathers 
appear to be professionally 
jigged and welded 4130 
tubing, primed and ready for 
epoxy primer.  Included is 
fabric to complete the 
ircraft. Landing gear has 
already been fabricated, 
streamline tubing is included 
to fabricate wing struts.  This 
is a magnificent find which 
will save years of work on a 
time proven and well-
regarded aircraft.   
 
A STEAL at $7,500. All 
reasonable offers 
considered. Located at EAA 
Chapter 66 at Page Field, Ft. 
Myers, FL. Contact Bill 
Bresnan, 239-898-6694 or 
Len DeNardo, 239-849-7984. 
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Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 
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Chapter 66 Fort Myers, FL – Page Field (KFMY) 

 

Construction updates 
 

 
 
 
None at this time.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 66 

General Meeting 

Third Tuesday – Each 

Month @ 7:30 PM 

Board Meeting 

2nd Thursday of each 

month 6:00 PM 

 

Pancake Breakfast 

First Sunday – Each Month 

8:00 to 10:00AM 

 

Chapter President 

Bill Bresnan 

Anniebill343@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

David Burns, Bean 

Counter 

 

Membership Chairman 

David Burns 

 

Tech Counselors 

Rich Zeidman 

610-613-4184 

When he is not in 

Colorado 

 

Barry Marz 

239-567-2271 

 

Sam James 

863-234-1096 

 

News letter 

Steve Gagnon 

Sgagnon2@gmail.com 

Vice President  

Len DeNardo 

lfeedenardo@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Ruth Ann Worman 

shana63ra@aol.com 

 

Young Eagle Chairman 

Cheri Short 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com 

 

Chapter President 

Bill Bresnan 

Anniebill343@yahoo.com 

 

Commissary 

Neal Trombley 

 

Airplane Lead Builders 

Ray Romeu 

rayromeu@yahoo.com 

 

Paul Yocum 

239-246-6341 

 

Flight Advisor  

Tom Irlbeck 

bearintheair01@gmail.com 

 

Board Members 

Neal Trombly  

Tom Peppers 

mailto:Anniebill343@yahoo.com
mailto:skydiver36c@yahoo.com
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