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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:  
 

I don't have much to say this month, but I'm anxious to hear some of 

our members speak at the August meeting of their adventures going 

to  

Broadhead and Oshkosh.  The only thing other than that is the fact 

that we wanted to plan a fishing trip.  My only concern is the 

depressing condition of the water as a result of red tide, along with 

the release of water from Lake Okeechobee, which is producing 

green and blue algae and promoting health issues and massive fish 

kills. 

    This disturbing and disgraceful situation needs to be resolved 

quickly.  As our population increases, the land and surrounding 

waters of our state become greatly impacted.   We take so much for 

granted and depend on others who are much smarter than us to keep 

us safe.  We want to trust them, but when we don't hear or see any 

steps leading to progress, there is growing concern. 

     We were going to plan the trip for the end of August, but I think 

we might be better off later in September.  We can go on a party boat 

(Capt. Tony's) out of Ft. Myers for $80 per person.  You can bring 

your own cooler, food, etc. but they do sell food on board.  You can 

rent fishing gear for $5 and they give you bait as well.  They also 

have a "biggest fish" pool you can enter and maybe win some money. 

     We can discuss this at the meeting.  In the meantime, I hope 

everyone is enjoying their summer and staying healthy 

 

 

Bill Bresnan - President - Ch.66 

  

THINGS TO 

REMEMBER 
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Young Eagle Pilots 

Needed for the 

Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast 

Please contact Cheri Short 

at 

skydiver36c@yahoo.com  

 

Next Breakfast  

Sunday Sept 2, 2018 

8:00 to 10:00 AM 

 

Board Meetings 

-Thursday Sept 13 @ 7:00 

P.M. at Base Ops 

 

General Meeting 3rd 

Tuesday of the month 

Sept 18 @ 7:30 Food 

served 6:30 until 7:00 PM 

 

Builders Night is every 

Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 

 

 

 

Candy Rhodes 

candyrhodes@gmail.com 

http://www.eaa66.org/
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What’s Happening 

 
 
We invite/encourage all of 

our new members to 

attend all of our events.  

After all, this is your 

Chapter too. 

 

Going Flying? 

Be Sure to Check FSS 

for TFRs 

 

Page Field Update 
 
Well, they did it.  Runway 13-
31 opened on July 9.  This 
wraps up the majority of 
construction that has lasted 
for the previous 2 years. This 
included the rebuild of 
runways 5/23 and 13/31, 
many of the taxiways, and 
the much needed airport 
lighting systems.  So, now 
that KFMY is practically 
brand new, enjoy the 
beautiful asset that it is to our 
community.   

 

Chapter Website 
 

 EAA66.org 

Check it out. Be sure to 
sign up as a member and 
receive special information. 
 

EAA 66 Spotlight 

 

 

                                 

Chapter Adventures 
 
BRODHEAD AND OSHKOSH WI 

By Staff Writer- 
Photographer:  David Burns 

 
It was a cold wet rainy day 

when the three airplanes lifted 
into the low gray morning sky 
from the aerodrome on a 
mission to chase down the Red 
Baron over the enemy lines in 
Southern France. 

 
  No…wait…it was a warm 

morning! The sun was shining 
and it was going to be hot! 
There was no wind to speak of 
at 7:30 AM that Thursday 
morning when the three 
airplanes left the runway from 
Page Field and headed north to 
Brodhead and eventually 
Oshkosh WI. Bob Willaford and 
Tucker, Anthony and Cathy 
Greco and David Burns and 
Ray Romeu were on their way. 
Anthony was headed to Ohio 
and we were headed to 
Brodhead WI for a fly in. 

 

The 8 hour two stop trip to 
southern Wisconsin was 
uneventful until till we passed 
Tampa.  Directed by the 
controllers using flight following 
we dropped from the cruising 
altitude of 8,500 to 5,000 feet 
and headed west across the 
bottom of Class B airspace to 
follow the shoreline of the coast 
of Florida and on the northern 
side into inclement weather.  

 

 
 
The sun disappeared behind 

the clouds and the ADSB 
weather showed a line of 
thunder storms passing from 
the coast to the middle of the 
state and with a little break in 
the weather they continued on 
to Jacksonville and up the 
eastern seaboard. It was typical 
Florida weather for July. 

 
Working our way through the 

holes in the clouds we emerged 
on the other side just a little 
wetter and into broken clouds 
and a little bluer skies.  

 
Looking forward to clearer 

weather we flew into southern 
Georgia for our first fuel stop 
and bladder break, about three 
hours since leaving Fort Myers. 

 

http://www.eaa66.org/
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Our first stop was Moultrie 
GA. It is very nice uncontrolled 
airfield with self-serve fuel and a 
FBO that was attended.  

 
A few gallons of petro later 

and we were back into the sky.  
The clouds were getting thicker 
as the day progressed and we 
decided to resume our flight at 
8,500 feet.  On reaching this 
altitude we were passing just 
over some of the clouds and 
turning to avoid others. We 
decided to ascended another 
2,000 feet to an altitude of 
10,500 feet and avoid all of the 
clouds. 

 

 
 

Now for me this was the first 
long distance test of my 
airplane.  Bob had traveled 
quite a few miles in his and was 
very confident in his aircraft 
capabilities. Ray and I were 
pleased at the performance of 
my Sportsman and the ease of 
flight with the 250 lb payload we 
carried in the back baggage 
compartment.  

 
Let me elaborate about the 

weight. We had tents, food, 
water, a screen tent, sleeping 
bags, and did I mention water? 
We also carried tools for 
repairs, tie down stakes 

(another 40 lbs) and a bunch of 
stuff.  Ok I may not be fast as 
some of the smaller RV’s but I 
can go in style. Let’s see you 
take that on an airliner! Did I 
mention we carried a case of 
water? 

 
Our second stop was Boling 

Green KY where Bob’s friend 
met us and took us into town 
where we could eat lunch.   

 
After a short stop, a few 

chicken wings and we filled up 
the airplanes with fuel we were 
on to Brodhead and we again 
climbed to 8,500 feet.  

 

 
0 
 As we neared our destination 
in Illinois the weather began to 
change. Again the ADSB 
Weather displayed a line of fast 
moving storms in our path. I 
contacted Flight Services on 
121.5 and we discussed the 
outlook and were told that the 
better way, although not 
recommended, was to fly west 
and come in between the two 
lines of storms. But, that was 
better than going in front or east 
of the storms. 
 
Apparently there was a large 
low pressure moving out of 
Canada into the area and we 
were headed right into the heart 
of the path of the storm.  Now I 
have seen a few hurricanes and 
watched as the low pressure 
winds painted a pretty picture of 
a counter clockwise rotation of 

the clouds and rain bands and 
this is exactly what we were 
seeing, crisp lines of storms 
flowing in a counter clockwise 
direction bring rain and wind.   
 
We changed course and as we 
traveled north the weather and 
clouds increased forcing us to 
descend to stay clear. It was not 
long before we were behind the 
first line of storms and we 
continued north at about 2,000 
AGL. We saw lots of farm land 
and a great number of wind 
generators as we followed the 
break in the weather from 
Northern Illinois into Brodhead 
WI.  

 
In the number of years that I 

have been flying I have never 
landed on grass. Brodhead was 
going to be my first grass 
runway landing.  On our 
approach we crossed over the 
airport just above pattern 
altitude and proceeded using a 
tear drop maneuver to enter a 
left downwind to land. I lined up 
on the runway and Ray said, it 
was on the other side of the 
trees, OOPS! A little adjustment 
to the right and we made a nice 
touchdown. It was a bit rougher 
than I expected and I carried a 
little more speed than normal. 
Good landing though and we 
taxied to parking and set up our 
tents just before we got hit with 
rain. 
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PIETENPOL AIR 
CAMPER 
ADVENTURE 

 

The Air Camper was 
designed to be built of spruce 
and plywood. One of 
Pietenpol's goals was to create 
a plane that was affordable and 
easy to construct for home 
builders. Building an Air 
Camper requires basic 
woodworking skills and tools. 
Builders also need to fabricate 
some metal fittings to attach the 
wooden parts together. Some 
welding is required. The plans 
for the Pietenpol Aircamper 
were originally published in a 
four-part serial in the "Flying 
and Glider" Manual of 1932-33. 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/1932-Flying-and-

Glider-Manual-Vintage-instructions-and-

diagrams-/273344175087?oid=273209499262  

 

 

 

The original model was flown 
using an Ace four cylinder 
water-cooled engine. The 
Model A Ford engine later 
became the standard power 
plant used; the design was first 
flown with one in May 1929. 

 

In the 1960s Bernard 
Pietenpol began to favor 
converted engines from 
Chevrolet Corvair automobiles. 
The Corvair flat six was higher 
horsepower, smoother, and 
significantly lighter, compared to 
the Model A, and was similar to 
those already available for 
general aviation use. The length 
of a Pietenpol varies with the 
engine choices, as lighter 
engines needed to be mounted 
further forward for weight and 
balance reasons. Over the 
years over 30 different engines 
have flown in the Pietenpol Air 
Camper. Many modern 
Pietenpol builders 
prefer Continental 
A65, C85 or C90 air-cooled flat 
fours. Several examples of the 
Aircamper have been built in 
Europe and in 2012 were still 
flying. 

 

 

In the 1920s and 1930s, kits 
were available for the design, 
but there were none available 
again until 2015 when the 
Pietenpol Aircraft Company 
introduced a kit version of the 
Air Camper, with components 
supplied by Aircraft Spruce & 
Specialty. The kit includes all 
parts except the 
engine, dope, fabric covering, 
and hardware. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/1932-Flying-and-Glider-Manual-Vintage-instructions-and-diagrams-/273344175087?oid=273209499262
https://www.ebay.com/itm/1932-Flying-and-Glider-Manual-Vintage-instructions-and-diagrams-/273344175087?oid=273209499262
https://www.ebay.com/itm/1932-Flying-and-Glider-Manual-Vintage-instructions-and-diagrams-/273344175087?oid=273209499262
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Other aircraft at the fly in. 
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What is this used for?  Bring 
your answers to the next 
meeting. 
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Oshkosh 
  

 
 
Ok on to Oshkosh and into the 
fray.  

 
Sunday was a beautiful day 

and many airplanes took off in 
the clear blue sky looking to 
resume their……NOT! 

 
The conditions had not 

changes since our arrival. There 
was a low cloud layer about 800 

feet AGL and the weather over 
Oshkosh was raining and the 
airport was closed. Curse you 
Red Baron! 

 
A number of participants in 

the fly-in were headed south 
and began to leave. A few took 
off for the north and it was not 
long before one of our 
acquaintances returned. He 
reported that the cloud layer 
lowered and he was forced to 
turn back. 

 
A quick call to Anthony and 

we had an observer on the 
ground at Oshkosh looking at 
the weather and listening to the 
radio to see if it was open. He 
reported that all was closed 
except for IFR operations and 
light rain. 

 
We waited for a few hours, 

looked at some more of the 
local aircraft and then had 
lunch. We had packed up the 
airplanes completely with all of 
our “stuff”. There was a shelter 
there for cover when the rain 
started. 

 
Around 11:30 we received 

word that the airport at Oshkosh 
was open and we decided to 
head north. We had filled up the 
airplanes with baggage and fuel 
early that morning and moved 
them to another part of the 
airport. The wind was from the 
north and we taxied to a runway 
that would give us a straight on 
departure into the wind. 

 
Our altitude was low, and 

because of the topography we 
were very cautious flying just 
about 1000 feet AGL. My 
concern was there are hills left 
in the area from the great 
glacier that covered the area 
some 20,000 years ago called 

moraines. These are good 
places for radio or TV towers. 
We saw a few on our moving 
map and were alerted for a low 
altitude. For a while we 
continued to descend to remain 
clear of the clouds. It was not 
until we approached Ripon WI 
that the clouds lifted and the 
sky cleared and we ascended 
to a better altitude. 

 
Ripon is an approach that is 

used to set up the aircraft for 
landing at Oshkosh. At Ripon 
you follow the railroad tracks at 
1,300 feet to Fisk and then the 
controllers will direct you to the 
north or south approach to the 
field. 

 

  
 
So what is it like to fly in to 

Oshkosh? Normally on any 
given day it would be easy. But 
for one week of the year you 
have to follow instructions and 
avoid the other aircraft. 
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This next picture is from Bob’s 
system and shows only some of 
the aircraft that were being 
directed into KOSH. Bob is the 
blue Fighter looking aircraft on 
the lower left with the Magenta 
line.  This is the Ripon 
Approach. Fly to Ripon, follow 
the rail road tracks to Fisk, and 
follow instructions from the 
controller on the ground and no 
talking and stay in single file. 

 

 
 

The airplanes were thick as 
flies on a dead fish. So many 
were trying to land at OSCH 
that it took us three tries to get 
in line. Previously the controller 
told everyone in line over the 
railroad tracks to turn west or 
left and try again, twice we were 
directed toward the west.  

 
On the third attempt Ray and I 

fell in behind a Cessna and he 
was trying to stay behind 
another aircraft maintaining a ½ 
mile distance. He appeared to 
be traveling just above stall 
speed and we saw him drop a 

number of times add a little 
power and come back to 
altitude and stall again and 
drop.  We put in 10 degrees of 
flaps in order to stay above the 
stall speed of our Sportsman 
flying at 55 to 60 knots.  Makes 
you wonder…then a twin Piper 
darts above us and cuts the 
line.  

 
AT Ripon we were given 

directions for runway 36 Left 
and headed east following 
another high wing and again a 
low wing darts in front and lands 
ahead of us.  Go figure, makes 
you wonder if they were really in 
control, but of course they were. 

 

 
 

Oh, yes, Bob! Bob and I 
tried to stay together planning 
to land as a flight of 2. What 
happened is Bob was told to go 
around the lake and then try 
again.  Somewhere in the fray 
we separated and it took him a 
little longer to get in line. Good 
news is that he parked about 3 
rows behind me at home built 
camping.  

 
This was Sunday morning 

just before the start, the general 
aviation camping was already 
full.   

 
Oshkosh… I think pictures will 
say it all. It is something to see 
and if you have not gone yet 
you may want to consider it a 
goal. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Here is a map of the EAA 
Chapters and I placed a flag in 
Fort Myers to represent our 
chapter. 
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Nice paint on this RV  
 

 
 

 
 

When Bob and I checked in 
we both received a plaque for 
our perseverance in building 
our airplanes and flying them to 
Oshkosh.  I recommend that 
everyone who completes a 
project to do the same. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
A short bus ride to the Sea 
Base and we were treated to a 
picture perfect setting. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
1/3

rd
 size B17 on display that 

actually flies. 
 

 
 
Precision Flying 
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Ahhh…time to relax! 
 

 
 
More pictures on our website at: 
  
http://eaa66.ourhomeassociati
on.com/albums/Oshkosh-
2018/391 

 
And then it was over…  The 

days went quickly, the nights 
were short and the walking was 
constant. We averaged 12+ 
steps a day and it was worth the 
time and effort. 

 

 
 
From Left to Right: 
Rich, Bob, Ray, Anthony, David, 
Tucker and Riches friend  
 

Back in the air, Ray and I 
lined up and waited for the 
opportunity to depart runway 27 
Left. There was a long line of 
aircraft and the controllers were 
sending them off just as fast 
and one left the runway.  We 
waited almost 1 hour to get to 
the takeoff point and released 
to leave. Our instructions were 
to make a right turn and travel 5 
miles below 1,300 feet staying 
clear of the airspace above. 
The high wing that took off 
before we left was a bit slower 
and we passed on the left and 
low not 2 minutes after taking 
off. 
 

The weather was clear with 
broken clouds and we quickly 
climbed to 5,500 feet. It was 
then that I noticed that one of 
the fuel tanks was lower than it 
should have been and I had a 
concern that the fuel truck driver 
had not sealed the gas cap. We 
landed, found that in fact it was 
sealed and that not a full tank 
had been loaded when we had 
the airplane filled with fuel. 

 

http://eaa66.ourhomeassociation.com/albums/Oshkosh-2018/391
http://eaa66.ourhomeassociation.com/albums/Oshkosh-2018/391
http://eaa66.ourhomeassociation.com/albums/Oshkosh-2018/391
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Back in the air we continued 
south and landed in Tennessee 
for fuel and dinner. Warren 
County (KRNC) in McMinnville 
TN is a great stop. They have a 
curtesy car and we went toward 
town and stopped at a diner for 
sustenance.  
 

After we left we headed 
south toward Georgia.  The 
ADSB weather was showing a 
line of storms again from the 
gulf across the boundary of 
Southern Georgia and Florida. 
We picked a spot that appeared 
to be an opening and headed 
into it. As we did it became 
clear that at 7,500 feet we were 
not going to be able to gain 
enough altitude to go over the 
clouds and our only choice was 
to try to get underneath. A 
sharp turn to right 270 degrees 
descending as we turned and 
picking up speed we saw what 
we hoped would be a path 
outside the rain. 
 
C R A C K…a bold of lightning 
off to the starboard side and the 
radio echoed the static. I was 
happy to move further away 
from the leading edge of the 
next storm. 
 

We managed to get clear of 
the weather as we came back 
into a clearing and a quick 
check of the ADSB Weather 
showed that we had completely 
surrounded ourselves with bad 
weather. There was a break 
looking south, but it was over 
restricted Moody AFB military 
base. Not wanting to go into the 
worst of the weather, we turned 
east and landed at 75J Turner 
County at Sycamore GA.  

 
The runway approach was 

over a swamp and we touched 
down and coasted to a stop and 
back-taxied to what appeared to 
be a fuel stop.  It was Jet A 
only. Hum. Looking around 
there was a turbine crop duster 
under a large shade hanger and 
that was all.  

 
Ray decided to walk toward 

some homes and came back 
about 30 minutes later. During 
the time I cleaned the bugs off 
the windscreen and then the 
bugs came out, little biting 
things that were everywhere. 

 
Back into the air and headed 

east where we could see that 
the majority of the weather had 
dissipated. A turn to the south 
and we set our sights on KLEE 
Leesburg for fuel.  

 
It was not long until the sun 

set and we turned on all of the 
outside lights. 20 minutes later 
“POP” goes the lights breaker 
and we are running dark.  

 
When I designed the 

electrical system I had included 
breaker switches for the lights. 
However the tube construction 
and the instrument panel 
precluded installation of the 
breaker switches as intended so 
I added the LED lights for 

navigation, strobe and landing 
to one breaker.  Well the 
breaker would hold as each of 
the circuits were lower than the 
breaker, all three would cause it 
to pop. So we continued with 
the proper lighting until we 
reached KLEE. A few clicks on 
the mike transmit button turned 
on the landing and taxi lights 
and we turned on the landing 
lights and disengaged the 
position lighting. 
 

A smooth landing and we 
taxied to self-serve fuel. At this 
time of the evening the large 
mosquitoes were out and I 
became a perfect target 
standing on the ladder to put 
fuel into the wing. Ouch 

 
Back in the airplane and a 

couple of bloodsuckers made it 
in with us.  The last leg from 
KLEE to Fort Myers Page field 
went without a hitch. The new 
lighting on the airport is now 
keyed by the mike on the 119.0 
frequency. We called our 
position as we saw a helicopter 
cross over the field and land. 
There was no wind to speak of 
and we called for runway 23 
and a straight in approach. 

 
Another smooth landing and 

we caught Echo taxi way back 
to the hangar. 

 
Glad to be back on the 

ground and remembering how 
nice it is to have someone like 
Ray with which to fly. Ray is the 
type of pilot that looks out and 
really pays attention to his 
situational awareness.  Thanks 
Ray! 

 
The End 
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Builders Night 

Builders Night is a hit! Lots 
of new members are 
attending builders’ night 
and we are seeing more 
interest in building 
airplanes.  If you have not 
attended one recently come 
by on Thursday night and 
see what is happening. 
Learn how to bend, rivet 
and read blueprints to make 
an airplane. 

. Builder Updates 

 

The following pictures are 
to provide an idea of what 
the completed plane may 
look like by our builders.  If 
we get some new pictures 
we can update the 
newsletter on where the 
builders are at in the 
process. 

Art Coll & Mike Degeorgio 
Zenith CH 750.  Now they 
can be found at Page field in 
the Alpha hangars. The 
wings are on and they are 
nearing inspection and first 
flight. They have now had 1

st
 

engine start on their Zenith 
CH 750. Congratulations, 
guys.  This is a giant leap 
towards 1

st
 flight.  Progress 

is a great thing. 
 
 

 

 
 

 Jerry Strom Zenith CH 
750  

 
 

 Raymond Kennedy RV-6 
(RV-7 Plans)

 
 

 Ray Romeu and Bob 
Ackert started completion 
of the fuselage.

 
 
 
 

 Neal Trombley RV9a  

 Neal is still working on 
working on his airplane. 

 

 Tim Parker – RV 9a – 
Almost ready for the first 
flight. 

 
 

 Dietrich and Ulla Fecht 
CH 640 (4 seats)  

 
 

 Tom Peppers Sonex – 
Go haul it to the airport, 
put the wings on and fly!

 
 

 Steve Gagnon Cozy I    
 

The engine was rebuilt 
this past winter and is 
now in Pennsylvania. 
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EAA 66 Flyers 
 
Charles Black – Cessna 
Cardinal RG 
 

 
 
Bob Willaford – RV9 

 
Flying the northern leg of 
his test area. Bob has his 
test hours flown off and is 
now flying his bird A LOT 
instead of painting it.  
 
Tom Kracmer – RV9a 
 

 
 
 
Kurt Hosterman’s RV7 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Creighton Smith’s 
Europa  

 
 
This is my Europa, the 
second completed in the 
USA.  I rebuilt it over a year 
and a half and we flew to 
New Hampshire and back, to 
Wyoming for the eclipse, to 
Nova Scotia, Canada and 
lots of local flying. 
It has an 80hp Rotax and 
trues 125kt @ 70% 
 
 

John Coleman 1976 C-182  
 

 
 

Rich and Pat Zeidman RV7 

 
Cold day in LaBelle – 
Riches 2nd RV and a real 
performer. 
 

Dave Stone – American 
Legend  Cub  

 
 
This is a fantastic airplane 
with dossal handling 
charities. 
 
Wayne Nagy 

 
 
Wayne Nagy has two 
airplanes, his Cessna 310A 
and a Searay experimental 

 
 
Andy Hartezeld Cessna 
172.  

 
 
David Burns  Glasair 
Sportsman 2+2  
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We would like to know what 
type of airplane you have 
and share with the rest of 
the members.  Pictures are 
great! Please send info to 
the following email address: 
eaachapter66@gmail.com 
 
 

Young Eagle Updates 

 
From Candy Rhodes:  EAA 
66 Young Eagles 
Coordinator 

WOW!!!!!  We definitely had 
a full house for our August 
Young Eagle Rally.  We 
had five of our seasoned 
eagles helping this morning. 
Pep (Pepper) and Kevin 
covered the aviation 
lessons and walk through, 
Doug helped with 
certificates, Collin filled in 
taking money for breakfast 

so Mr. Dave could fly and 
Stephen was back and is 
working on getting 
documentation together to 
be one our pilots!  We also 
had four returning Young 
Eagles from earlier in the 
summer.   And to top it off, 
we had seven registered 
and three drop in new 
Young Eagles this 
morning!!!!!.   We only had 
one pilot this morning so 
Mr. David was able to fly 
five this morning so we 
have five already registered 
for September.    

We are incredibly grateful to 
Mr. David (Burns) and 
every single Young Eagle 
came back with a huge 
smile making the very long 
wait worth it!!!!!     
 
Just to summarize --- we 
had 19 Young Eagles 
attending this 
morning!!!!!   Next month 
we hope to see some more 
of our awesome pilots 
ready to share their love of 
flying with the next 
generation!!!  
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Breakfast Highlights 
 

From Len DeNardo.. 
 We now have a number 

of volunteers to help man 
the gate on breakfast  
Sundays. An adult is 
needed, if at all possible, to 
monitor the guests who  
come in. We have a team of 
five individuals who can 
rotate the assignment.  

We can always use a few 
more to help relieve the 
work load. Please see 
myself to volunteer. We will 
also try to get a golf cart, 
from the line people, to  
facilitate getting back and 
forth to the gate. 
 
I must add this is an 
extremely important task 
that is essential to the 
continued success of our 
EAA Breakfast.  The 
gatekeepers are 
responsible for maintaining 
the security of the airport.  
They insure that the people 
who we are granting access 
to the field, go directly to 
the EAA 66 building and do 
not wander. Steve G, ed 
 
80 breakfasts were served. 
Our outlook is for less 
breakfast’s in the coming 
months as our snowbirds are 
now up North and the bikers 
still show up but in less 
numbers. 
 

A big thank you goes out to 
Bob Willaford for procuring 
all of the food.  Further 
thanks go to our crew; Bob 
Willaford, Tom Peppers, 
Bob Ackert, Eddie 
Hayward, David Burns, & 
Ray Romeu. 
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AVIATION HUMOR  
 

 
 

 
 

Some Aviation 
Axioms—And Opinions 

 
(This is Rick Durden’s final 
writings in AV web.  My  
thoughts are it’s worth your 
interest on many levels. 
Steve G. ed) 

  
RICK DURDEN 
  

 

  

  
Nearly 20 years ago I 

began writing a column—The 
Pilot’s Lounge—for AVweb. It 
eventually evolved into the 
position of Features Editor 
and writing two or three 
feature articles each month. 
As a result of my association 
with AVweb, I’ve been 
fortunate enough to meet 
many of the fascinating and 
delightful people that 
characterize aviation, learn a 
great deal from them and fly 
some memorable aircraft. 
I’ve also been lucky enough 
to be nearby and watch as 
flight worked its magic on 
people—widening eyes, 
softening harsh expressions 
and enriching lives. 

 
As a pilot who has flown a 

wide variety of aircraft, spent 
some time as a freight dog 
and much more as a flight 
instructor, and as an attorney 
working in the world of 
aviation, I’ve written about 
the things I’ve learned, 
sometimes the hard way. I 
happen to like flying tailwheel 
airplanes and airplanes on 
skis and floats, so a fair 
proportion of my articles 
have been about techniques 
for flying those machines. As 
an  aviation attorney I’ve 
looked into the causes of 
numerous accidents and 
worked with true experts in 
the fields of aircraft design, 
flight test, crashworthiness, 
pilot performance and human 
factors, so those became the 
topics of many of my articles. 

 

I was recently asked to list 
what I considered, as a pilot 
and lawyer, to be some of 
the more important truths of 
aviation that a pilot should 
know and follow to help him 
or her get as much joy as 
possible out of flying and 
avoid as many of its pitfalls 
as possible. The following is 
that list—subjective of 
course—more than a little 
cynical, but as blunt as I can 
be. And, I couldn’t help it; I 
tossed in a few opinions. 

 
Weather 
 
The weather is not going 

to get better in another five 
miles. 

 
If you are trying to scud-

run, the weather will get 
worse. 

 
Towers and power lines 

are affected by weather: 
They get taller and move 
nearer to highways, railroad 
tracks and airports when the 
ceiling gets very low. 

 
You are most likely to 

discover an unlighted tower 
when you are trying to fly low 
because of weather. 

 
Power lines are invisible 

against backgrounds other 
than bright blue sky. 

 
Scud running used to be a 

reasonable method of getting 
to one's destination in the 
flatlands of our country—now 
with the stunning proliferation 
of towers, particularly near 
highways, it is foolish. To do 
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it with any regularity is 
suicidal. 

 
One close encounter with 

a tower or a set of power 
lines appearing out of the 
haze or fog when scud-
running, or going below 
minimums on an instrument 
approach, will give you years 
of the most hideously vivid 
nightmares you can imagine. 

 
It's not the smartest thing 

in the world to duck under 
the glideslope after breaking 
out of the clouds so as to 
land short. Many more 
airplanes crash in the 
approach lights after an ILS 
than go off the far end of the 
runway. There are no prizes 
for the shortest landing 
following an ILS. 

 

 
No matter what the 

weather, there is less gas in 
the tanks than you hope. 

 
Especially if you are 

professional pilot, the worse 
the weather, the more likely it 
is that you will have a vocal 
passenger insisting that you 
go. 

 
The posters on the walls 

in Air Force Flight Ops rooms 
were right: There is no 

 

reason to fly through a 
thunderstorm in peacetime. 

 
When making a decision 

regarding weather, an 
effective tool is to ask 
oneself if this might lead to 
looking stupid in the NTSB 
report. 

 
Being introduced to flight 

in ice by an instructor under 
controlled conditions is 
hugely valuable and probably 
a violation of the FARs. It is 
far, far better than trying to 
learn about it vicariously or 
as you start getting ice on 
the airframe for your first 
time without an instructor 
next to you. 

 
If you do get ice on the 

airframe, do not use the flaps 
on landing. Go fast and do 
not reduce the power below 
what you carried on final 
approach until the wheels 
touch the runway. Pulling the 
power off in the flare will 
probably cause you to stall 
and plummet the last few 
feet to the runway with 
enough force to collapse the 
landing gear. 

 
It's always better to turn 

back too early than too late. 

Reality 
 
Departing with one 

component of a redundant 
system out of service has a 
strange way of making the 
other one fail in flight. 

 
When flying a tailwheel 

airplane in a crosswind, 

hard-soled shoes are an 
invitation to a ground loop. 

 
Even pilots who fly every 

day need recurrent training. 
It's the stuff you don't do 
every day—emergency 
procedures—that will eat 
your lunch. 

 
The longer it’s been since 

you took recurrent training, 
the greater your risk of an 
accident—especially one 
involving runway loss of 
control. As a pilot, the 
greatest gift you can give 
yourself, your family and 
your passengers is recurrent 
training every six months. 

 
The human is the weak 

link in the airplane 
performance equation—the 
only way to strengthen it is 
regular training. 

 
Read everything you can 

about aviation. 
AVweb’s archives are a 
treasure trove, especially 
John Deakin’s engine articles 
and Mike Busch’s 
maintenance pieces. 

 
Despite what fighter pilots 

say, it's better to be 
embarrassed than dead. 

 
Saying "any traffic please 

advise" on Unicom is a waste 
of words and air time—it 
gains you nothing that you 
would not get from a simple 
position report and it 
aggravates enough pilots 
that those who would be of 
interest to you may say 
nothing. 
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Work sample weight and 

balance problems for any 
airplane you fly—
inadvertently loading an 
airplane out of the forward or 
aft CG limit is a mistake that 
you may only get to make 
once. The only four-place 
airplane of which I am aware 
that you cannot load out of 
its CG range without putting 
anvils on one of the seats (or 
more than 120 pounds in the 
baggage compartment) is the 
Cessna Cardinal. As with 
every airplane you can, 
however, overload it. 

 
A turning propeller is 

invisible. Nonpilots are 
known to walk into them. So 
are pilots. 

 
Use all the power 

available on takeoff. The 
engine was built for it and 
needs that extra bit of fuel 
provided at full throttle for 
cooling. A partial-power 
takeoff in a horizontally 
opposed engine is harder on 
the engine than using full 
power. It also slows 
acceleration and rate of 
climb, prolonging the period 
of time of high-temperature 
operation. 

 
The small problem with 

your airplane that you have 
delayed fixing will become a 

 

major problem at the most 
remote airport on your trip. 

 
Trying to argue with a 

controller over the radio is 
akin to shaking your fist at 
bad weather; you can't win 
and you run the risk of 
making things worse. 

 
Lean-of-peak engine 

operations are the best way 
to run your fuel-injected 
engine. Those who haven't 
caught on yet may simply be 
unable to learn or just 
unwilling. 

 
There is no need to say 

"with you" when contacting a 
new controller. It's 
redundant, uses up air time 
on increasingly crowded 
frequencies and most 
controllers are sick of 
hearing it. 

 
The world looks different 

when flying very low and 
trying to maneuver radically 
down low. For instance, 
turning back after an engine 
failure on takeoff, when you 
haven't practiced it, has a 
distressingly high fatality 
rate. 

 
While speed may be life to 

fighter pilots, that's only in 
combat. The reality is that 
appropriate speed is life: too 
little after takeoff kills, as 
does too much on landing. 
Extra speed on final is not 
your friend, because energy 
is a squared function. You've 
got enough energy to 
dissipate on landing when 
touching down near stall 

speed; anything faster is 
adding to your challenge. 
Use all the flaps on landing; 
they help dissipate that 
energy effectively. 

 
A pilot who intentionally 

frightens a passenger is 
nothing short of a sadist. The 
victims often come away 
from the flight despising 
aviation and may well join 
the groups that seek to close 
airports. 

Aircraft Ownership 
 
There is a lot of junk for 

sale out there. Insist on lots 
of photos and copies of the 
logbooks before traveling to 
look at an airplane. Interpret 
resistance to such a basic 
request as the owner trying 
to hide something bad—walk 
away. 

 
"Fresh Annual" and 

"Fresh Overhaul" are hooks 
for suckers. Nobody does a 
decent annual or overhaul 
and then sells the airplane.  

 

 
Have a prepurchase exam 

done by a mechanic who 
knows the aircraft type and 
that you select—not that the 
seller selects. Do not ever 
omit this step when buying 
an airplane. 
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Budget one quarter of the 

purchase price of a new-to-
you airplane for repairs that 
you will have to make in the 
first year—more if you are 
planning any upgrades. 

 
Buy insurance—there is 

no magic bullet to protect 
yourself from liability if you 
have an accident. Having the 
airplane owned by a 
corporation does not protect 
you from liability if you were 
the one flying it. The rule is 
simple: If you have a risk, 
insure the risk. You own an 
airplane. That’s a risk. Insure 
it. 

 
Insure the airplane for its 

full value. Underinsuring it 
means that what is otherwise 
minor damage may mean 
that the cost of repairs is so 
close to the insured value 
that the airplane is effectively 
a “total loss” and you either 
get paid the insured value 
and have to give up the 
airplane or pay for the 
repairs out of your pocket. 

 
Buy “smooth” coverage to 

get the full benefit of aircraft 
insurance. A “sublimits” 
policy—typically $1 million 
overall with $100,000 
sublimits—only gives you 
$100,000 coverage for each 
individual hurt in an accident, 
not $1 million. Because you 
rarely carry more than two or 
three passengers, having a 
full $1 million available to 
settle lawsuits may mean the 
difference between a routine 
settlement and losing your 

house. 
 
When it comes to the cost 

of maintaining an airplane, 
think of what it would cost to 
buy your airplane new, now. 
That is the airplane you are 
maintaining. 

The Ugly Stuff: Crashes 
 
Fuel tanks in a tank in 

front of the cabin or in wing 
leading edges are an 
invitation to post-crash fire. 

 
Nylon and polyester 

clothing melts in the 
presence of intense heat and 
sticks to you, causing serious 
burns. 

 
It's been said by so many 

because it's so true: Fly the 
airplane all the way into the 
crash. So long as it's moving, 
never give up trying to 
control the airplane and 
making it go where you want 
to go. 

 
Shoulder harnesses have 

done more to reduce the 
degree of injuries in aircraft 
accidents than any other 
safety device. Not insisting 
that your passengers wear 
their shoulder harnesses 
may subject you to liability 
should you have an accident. 
Not wearing an available 
harness has proven 
terminally foolish for too 
many pilots. It may be 
possible to retrofit shoulder 
harnesses on an airplane 
you own. For example, 
shoulder harnesses can be 
retrofitted on all seats for all 

single-engine Cessna 
airplanes (and the 
Skymaster) back to the 1945 
model year. The hard points 
were put in at the factory. 
Check our sister 
publication, Aviation 
Consumer, for more 
information. 

 
Especially in a twin, if you 

have to put the airplane onto 
the ground, do it as nearly 
wings-level as possible and 
do not stall the airplane prior 
to touchdown. Airplanes, 
even old ones, are 
surprisingly crashworthy (if 
shoulder harnesses are 
worn) but not if you hit 
upside down or with a 
substantial vertical vector (as 
after stalling). 

 

 
If you have to land the 

airplane gear up, do so on a 
hard-surface runway. If you 
screw up and stall, the 
runway will translate the 
force into a slide. On grass 
or dirt there is the chance the 
surface will compress 
slightly, forming a crater and 
then stop the airplane very 
quickly, injuring the 
occupants. 

 
To the extent I have been 

able to chase accident 
records, there hasn't been 

 

http://www.aviationconsumer.com/
http://www.aviationconsumer.com/
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anyone hurt in a gear-up 
landing of a civilian airplane 
since World War II—so long 
as the pilot did not try to 
"save the prop" by shutting 
down the engine(s). There 
have been a number of fatal 
accidents when pilots shut 
down the powerplant and 
proceeded to crash short of 
the runway or go off the end 
at high speed. 

 
Going around if the 

approach isn't just right is 
never, ever an indication of 
incompetence unless, of 
course, you are about to run 
out of fuel. 

 
There are Neanderthals in 

this world who will gather to 
critique landings and make 
snide remarks about pilots 
who go around. There have 
been accidents at flight 
schools and airports where 
this practice takes place 
because pilots pressed on 
and landed out of a bad 
approach because they knew 
they would be laughed at for 
going around. I’m hoping that 
there’s a special circle of hell 
for pilots who criticize other 
pilots for making a go-
around. 

 
Successfully managing 

energy in the process of 
coming to a stop is the key to 
any landing—or accident. 
Slow is always better than 
fast when it comes to 
surviving. Going off the end 
at 25 knots is better than 
crashing short of the runway 
at flying speed. 

 

As old airplanes get more 
valuable, if you wreck a true 
classic or antique—
especially when doing 
something dumb—don't be 
surprised when more 
sympathy is expressed for 
the loss of the aeronautical 
work of art than for you. After 
all, you may just be the 
product of unskilled labor. 

 
Even the slowest airplane 

goes fast enough to kill you 
and thus the most modest 
trainer deserves the same 
operational respect as the 
Mach 2 fighter. 

Pilots 
 
A fairly effective way to 

spot low-time pilots at an 
aeronautical gathering is to 
look for the ones sporting 
shirts and hats covered with 
patches and wings. Another 
technique is to watch for the 
ones who start their aircraft 
engine at other than nearly 
idle RPM. 

 
A pilot with any poetry in 

his or her soul knows that it 
is always appropriate to 
quietly thank the airplane for 
a flight after putting it away. 
In fact, some assert that 
those who do not do so may 
have no soul and should not 
be allowed in the sky. 

 
The cliché is depressingly 

true: The chances of making 
a superb landing are 
inversely proportional to the 
number of people watching. 

 
If a pilot has not practiced 

something, the accident 
reports make it clear that the 
chances that he or she can 
do that something in an 
emergency are lousy—be it 
scud run, turn back following 
an engine failure after takeoff 
or stop the prop and make a 
safe landing when the gear 
won't come down. A lot of 
people get killed each year 
trying to do something brand 
new when they have an 
emergency. So, go with what 
you know and have 
practiced, even if it means 
damaging the airplane. 
That's why insurance exists. 

 
When in doubt about a 

clearance, ask. Even a snide 
remark from a controller 
(which happens to be 
extremely rare) is not nearly 
as embarrassing as a 
violation for deviating from a 
clearance or, worse yet, 
smacking into another 
airplane. 

 
Pilots who have spent 

time in gliders and tailwheel 
airplanes tend to be much 
better stick and rudder pilots 
than those who have not. 
Significantly better. 

 
Most pilots who make 

jokes about helicopters are 
secretly jealous and deep 
down wish they had the 
opportunity or money to fly 
them regularly. 

 
If you do something 

moronic down low, such as 
buzz someone or something, 
don't be the least bit 
surprised if someone 
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complains. With cellphone 
cameras and small video 
cameras, there's a good 
chance that when they do 
complain they'll also have the 
evidence to convict you. 
Remember, in the 1978 PSA 
San Diego midair, the 727 
descended steeply, on fire, 
for fewer than 30 seconds. 
There are good-quality 
photographs of it. Nearly 
everyone carries a camera 
now. 

Of Flight and Life 
 

If you care about aviation, 
attend the local airport board 
meetings and try to become 
a member. Pilots are a tiny 
minority within the population 
and have to stay involved 
with the politics that affect 
airports and flight. Standing 
around and complaining 
doesn’t help—decisions 
about airports are made by 
the people who show up. 

 
It is almost invariably 

worth it to get up very early 
so as to be the pilot in 
command of an aircraft 
taking off at sunrise. At the 
moment of liftoff the world 
transforms itself from black 
and white to full color. It is 
especially true in a balloon. 

 

 
We are always 

ambassadors for aviation, for 

 

good or for evil, simply 
because there are so few of 
us. Our actions are watched 
and we are the source of 
comment, often when we 
least expect it or maybe even 
want it. Therefore we have 
no choice but to be a good 
example all the time. 

 
The round rainbow around 

your airplane's shadow on a 
cloud is called a glory. The 
first time you see one the 
name will make eminent 
sense. 

 
Pushing the prop to high 

RPM on downwind makes 
much more noise than you 
realize and pisses off far 
more people than you can 
imagine. And they are the 
ones who will vote to close 
your airport. 

 
Spend as much time as 

possible on grass runways. 
They are good for the 
aviator's soul. If you can, 
take a walk on one (yes, 
avoid airplanes) and think 
about all of those who have 
come before you to use it as 
a place to reach into the sky. 
You might also consider it to 
be more than just a strip of 
grass, but as a place from 
which you can launch in the 
most modest of airplanes 
and proceed to go anywhere 
in the world. I'm not sure 
why, but a walk on a grass 
runway when it's not being 
used, perhaps of an evening, 
as a gentle breeze caresses 
your cheek, is one of the 
best ways to relieve stress of 
which I know. 

 
No matter how modest, an 

airplane that lifts you into the 
sky is a real airplane; it 
doesn't get any more real 
than that; there are only 
differences in degree. 

 
There is nothing more 
beautiful than this world 
when viewed from aloft. 

 
This is my final regular 

feature for AVweb. Features 
are being taken over by Kate 
O’Connor. I wish her as 
much joy writing them as I 
have had. 

Rick Durden is a CFII who 

holds an ATP with type ratings 

in the Douglas DC-3 and 

Cessna Citation and is the 

author of The Thinking Pilot’s 

Flight Manual or, How to 

Survive Flying Little 

Airplanes and Have a Ball 

Doing It, Vols. 1 & 2. 

 

 
 

EAA 66 Classified Ad’s: 
Any items you wish to list in 
the Classified Section of the 

Newsletter contact Steve 
 
 
 

STEEN SKYBOLT   
(BI-PLANE) KIT: 

$7,500   All wing ribs (1/4" 
spruce with mahogany 
gussets), epoxied using 
aircraft nails, spars cut and 
tapered plus all wing bows 

http://www.rickdurden.com/book.html
http://www.rickdurden.com/book.html
http://www.rickdurden.com/book.html
http://www.rickdurden.com/book.html
http://www.rickdurden.com/book.html
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and compression 
struts.  Fuselage and tail 
feathers appear to be 
professionally jigged and 
welded 4130 tubing, primed 
and ready for epoxy 
primer.  Included is fabric to 
complete the 
aircraft. Landing gear has 
already been fabricated, 
streamline tubing is included 
to fabricate wing struts.  This 
is a magnificent find which 
will save years of work on a 
time proven and well-
regarded aircraft.  A STEAL 
at $7,500. All reasonable 
offers considered. Located at 
EAA Chapter 66 at Page 
Field, Ft. Myers, FL. Contact 
Bill Bresnan, 239-898-6694 
or Len DeNardo, 239-849-
7984. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Construction updates 
 

 
 
 
Tim Parker does a fuel 
flow check with the 
help of bob Willaford. 

 

Looks like he is getting 

close!  

 
 
Kurt Hosterman updates his 
panel with a new EFIS and 
ADSB out.  No more 
sneakin up on us Curt! 
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Letters to the Chapter: 
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CHAPTER 66 

General Meeting 

Third Tuesday – Each 

Month @ 7:30 PM 

Board Meeting 

Thursday before the 

general meeting  

Base Ops. 7:00 PM 

 

Pancake Breakfast 

First Sunday – Each Month 

8:00 to 10:00AM 

 

Chapter President 

Bill Bresnan 

Anniebill343@yahoo.com 

 

Treasurer 

David Burns,  

Bean Counter 

David@swflcoastalhomes.

com 

 

Membership Chairman 

David Burns 

 

Tech Counselors 

Rich Zeidman 

610-613-4184 

When he is not in 

Colorado 

 

Barry Marz 

239-567-2271 

 

Sam James 

863-234-1096 

 

News letter 

Steve Gagnon 

Sgagnon2@gmail.com 

Vice President  

Len DeNardo 

lfeedenardo@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Ruth Ann Worman 

shana63ra@aol.com 

 

Young Eagle Chairman 

Candy Rhodes 

 candyrhodes@gmail.com 

 

Chapter Membership 

David Burns 

David@swflcoastalhomes.com 

 

Commissary 

Neal Trombley 

 

Airplane Lead Builders 

Ray Romeu 

rayromeu@yahoo.com 

 

Paul Yocum 

239-246-6341 

 

Flight Advisor  

Kurt Hosterman 

 

Board Members 

Neal Trombly  

Tom Peppers 
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