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Presidents Message 

Hi All, 

Much has happened since our 
last newsletter has gone out. I’ll 
try to update and add in the 
missing pieces here for those 
that haven’t attended a 
meeting in awhile.  

Builders night is attracting a 
good crowd of over a dozen. 
Stop by on Thursday nights 
from 7:00pm till about 9:00. 
You’ll be surprised at the 
pieces of an aircraft you didn’t 
know existed.  

It’s almost time to say farewell 
to many of our snowbird 
friends. We hope to stay in 
touch and maybe even fly out 
to visit for a break during our 
hot summer months. How 
about an invite? Or do we wait 
till AirVenture 2019? 

Join us for Tuesday’s meeting. 
F-105 Pilot Jim DeVoss will be 
joining us.  

Fly Safe, 

Charley Valera 

EAA CHAPTER 66 

KFMY-Page Field 

Fort Myers, FL 

In The News:

EAA Chapter 66 Member Tom Kracmer Wins National Award 
at 2019 Sun n Fun! 

Tom’s 2012, RV-7 A won an award for “Outstanding 
Workmanship Homebuilt.” Congratulations from all your 
fellow EAA members.

The building of our RV-7A was an 8-year effort, completed in 
2012. I received my Private Pilot’s license in 2003 and was in a 
quandary about what airplane to purchase or build. At our EAA 

chapter 66 Sunday breakfast, I was able to get a ride in an RV-8 
belonging to Tom Irlbeck, EAA 139557. After the flight I was sold 

on RV’s and ordered the tail assembly in March of 2004. Sam 
James, EAA  363910 was my official tech counselor and made 
some positive recommendations and several inspections. Going 

was slow and steady with the construction in my garage and the 
storage of the wings and fuselage in our dining and living rooms. 

Many thanks to my wife Anne for her patience and understanding.  
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Tuesday, April 16 will be our 
regular monthly meeting. This 
month we have an unusual 
pilot.  

Jim was regarded as one of the 
best fighter pilots in the US Air 
Force. His F-105 Thunderchief 
was shot down over Vietnam on 
June 16, 1969. And he has quite 
the story to tell us.  

His first-hand account of 
ejecting at over 600 kts and 
almost tearing his body apart is 
one you’ll never forget. Not to 
mention the rescue details 
behind enemy lines! 

Meeting starts at 7:30, cookout 
starts at 6:30 pm. 

You can RSVP at https://
www.meetup.com/Chapter-66

This Month’s 
Chapter Meeting!

Final assembly took place at Charlotte County airport in Punta 
Gorda, Florida. Tom Irlbeck mentored me through the entire 
project and assisted with the fly off.  Vic Babyak and his wife 

Carol helped me install the wings and weigh the plane on 
Chapter 565’s scales. Ray Romeu of EAA 66 and Ned Rose and 

Larry McClure of EAA 565 helped with many final details. Last but 
not least, my son Alex helped with a multitude of tasks: bucking 
rivets, hanging the engine and prop, and moving to Punta Gorda 

for final assembly.  

We selected a Lycoming O-360 as the power plant, with 180 hp. 

First flight took place on Dec. 30th 2012 and I have never looked 
back.  After some 300 hours and four years the plane was painted 
in 2016. It is now based at Page Field in Ft. Myers, FL.
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Our own pilot-in-training Pepper 
Rhodes has been featured in the News-
Press last month. Along with the proud 
EAA Chapter 66. Congratulate Pepper 
when you see her, she’s already 

From the look of Bob Willaford’s 
comfy settings, I’d say Sun n Fun 
was another great aviation event. 
Please send me your photos and 

Do we have an interest in sending a Young Eagle to 
EAA’s Basic Air Academy? Link Here for details. It’s 
an awesome opportunity to teach kids how to work 
on and fly aircraft. The events are held during either 
the first half or second half of AirVenture. Over half 
the costs can be covered by EAA. Many chapters 
use this venue to keep Young Eagles involved in 
aviation long term.  Let’s discuss this soon. 

            
EAA CHAPTER 66 APPLICATION 

Please give Application to Treasurer or a Board Member. Checks payable to “EAA Chapter 66” 
Chapter Yearly Dues $25.00, Renewed Beginning of Year 

 
                               Official Use Only                                              Treasurer’s Initials 
Date of Application __________         Joined in Jan. 1 to June 30 = $25.00 
Date Paid ________        Joined in July 1 to Sept. 30 = $15.00 
Cash (circle)             Ck# _______  Joined in Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 = $25.00, includes next year 
 
   
National EAA #__________________________                      Expiration date ____________________ 
                We strongly suggest for you to join National EAA to get all of its benefits. Ask for an application. 
 
� Male    Applicants First Name _____________________________________ Mi _______ 
� Female                    
        Last Name ______________________________________________ 
 
        Spouse Name ________________________________ 
 
Local Address Street ________________________________________________  Apt. ______  
 
                          City _____________________________________________ Fl. Zip _________                                        
 Please notify Newsletter Editor of change of address & e-mail so you can get your newsletter 
 
Local phone __________________________                 E-mail ___________________________ 
 
Work Phone ______________________________             Cell ___________________________ 
                       These numbers will not be listed and only used by members for official business  
 
Airman Ratings __________________________________________________ Current Y__ N __ 
 
Repairman Ratings _______________________________________________ Current Y__ N __ 
 
Present Aircraft Owned or Building _________________________________________________ 
 
Aviation or EAA Experience ______________________________________________________ 
                                 i.e.  Builder, Sport, Warbird, Antique, Aerobatic, Military, Instructor, Advisor, etc. 
 
Do you have any subjects you could give a program on? Y ___   N ___ 
 
What? _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to participate on a committee or the board in the future? Y ___   N ___  Maybe __ 
 
Occupation or experience _________________________________________________________ 
                   The chapter may need your expertise at some point.      Retired is not an answer. 
 
We can always use your help somewhere. If you see somewhere you could help i.e. Monthly breakfast, Young 
Eagles, dinners, or you have an idea for a new position we could use, just jump in. Your input or help will be 
appreciated. 
 
      Revised January 2008   
 
        Entered in Database _____________ 
           Initials 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/eaa-aviation-and-flight-summer-camps/eaa-air-academy/eaa-air-academy-basic-camp
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/eaa-aviation-and-flight-summer-camps/eaa-air-academy/eaa-air-academy-basic-camp
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                                                          YOUNG EAGLES UPDATE 

One of the main reasons to join an EAA Chapter is introducing people to the wonders of flight. Chapter 
66 has been around since 1967 and doing a great job. 

Our Young Eagles program will now be held at the base Ops Building instead of our chapter building. This 
will be a very safe and organized environment where we have better control over the public. The pilots 
shouldn’t have to worry about a stray child or parent. 

We'll be able to set up a registration table and merchandise/membership table. The base Ops Building 
also is very easy to find and welcoming. Bring your planes for both flights and show. 

We will also change our dates from monthly to quarterly. Dates the directors discussed were June 9, 
September 8, December 8 and March 8. Sticking with the chapters usual Sunday's spots.

I expect our overall flights to increase as a result of this move. Thank you to the pilots, airport 
management and our Young Eagles Chairs, Cheri Short and Candy Rhodes for all they all do to make this 
a safe and successful experience. 

The pilots will have a briefing the morning of the flights. Topics will include: current TFR’s, route and 
time of flights and any other bits of information we need to discuss before flying someones child.

Pilot registration is always an issue. Cheri and Candy really don’t know how many pilots will be flying. 
They will need an active list to draw from and know which pilots will be available at every flight. This has 
been tough on them even though it may not look it from the air. Please email them directly (contact 
information below) so we can add you to the list. 

Glenn Kowack has shared the outline of the Naples EAA Chapter’s Young Eagles formats. It’s very 
detailed and specific in order to prevent confusion or a dangerous situation. Usually caused by visitors not 
understanding airport rules, they use orange vest safety officers at all stages. These will be available and 
discussed with the chairs and directors.

                                                      

                                                             —————————— 
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You enjoying this short newsletter?

We need your help. Newsletter Editor Wanted!

Here’s an important position for a chapter 
member. This is entirely done online. Email 
charleyvalera@me.com for details.  

This year has been incredible for our monthly 
breakfasts. January we served about 130, 
February 180 and March about 100 even using 
a small crew while others were at Sun-n-Fun. 

Enormous “Thank You” to the setup, cooking 

At the end of March, I received an email from 
Dietrich Fecht regarding a new workbench. 
Dietrich found a great deal on one and asked if the 
chapter could purchase it as one was needed. 

This past Thursday, the skilled group at builders 
night put together their new workbench. With that 
crew putting it together, it’s sure to be sturdy and 
get plenty of use. Thanks Dietrich for your help.

Builders Night Update

mailto:charleyvalera@me.com
mailto:charleyvalera@me.com
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President - Charley Valera  charleyvalera@me.com  

Vice-President - (Appointed Stand-In)                   
Len DeNardo lfeedenardo@gmail.com

Secretary - Ruth Ann Worman  shana63ra@aol.com

Treasurer - Kevin Eisenbath  togetkevin@aol.com

Membership Chair - John Coleman 
jcn2650f@aol.com

Young Eagle Chairs -                                             
Cheri Short.   skydiver36c@yahoo.com.                       
Candy Rhodes  candyrhodes@gmail.com

Director - Tom Peppers  tompeppers@me.com

Director - Tom Bennett  
thomasbennett230@comcast.net    

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

Contact a Director               
for a Spot

EAA Chapter 66.  Since 1967

Regular Meetings Schedule 

Next Breakfast 
Sunday May 5, 2019 8:00 to 10:00 AM      
Chapter Building

General Meeting 3rd Tuesday of the month      
April 16 @ 7:30 Food served 6:30 until 7:00 PM 

Builders Night is every Thursday 7:00 – 9:00PM 

mailto:charleyvalera@me.com
mailto:lfeedenardo@gmail.com
mailto:shana63ra@aol.com
mailto:togetkevin@aol.com
mailto:jcn2650f@aol.com
mailto:skydiver36c@yahoo.com
mailto:candyrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:tompeppers@me.com
mailto:thomasbennett230@comcast.net
mailto:charleyvalera@me.com
mailto:lfeedenardo@gmail.com
mailto:shana63ra@aol.com
mailto:togetkevin@aol.com
mailto:jcn2650f@aol.com
mailto:skydiver36c@yahoo.com
mailto:candyrhodes@gmail.com
mailto:tompeppers@me.com
mailto:thomasbennett230@comcast.net

	Presidents Message

